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The Kingdom of Heaven  

The Vineyard 

Matt 21.33-46 

  

A. The House Holder of the Vineyard (vs 33) 

  

1. The Placement of the vineyard (Matt 21.33) [- "There was a certain 

householder, which planted a vineyard . . ." - A question of ownership.  

Whose is it anyway?  Many act as though the things of this world belong to 

them.] 

  

["The householder in this parable is clearly God."] 

  

[The religious leaders Jesus is dealing with certainly acted as if they were 

the owners of the Temple in which Jesus was teaching.  They came and 

asked Jesus:] 

  

[Matthew 21:23 . . . By what authority doest thou these things? and who 

gave thee this authority?]  

  

[Notice that they not only claimed authority, and ownership, over their own 

houses, but also over the House of God, the Temple.] 

  

[Many today approach the things of God in similar fashion.  They claim 

authority, and ownership over:] 

  

o [Their worldly possessions – “Earned these things.”] 

 

Deuteronomy 8:11-14 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, 

in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, 

which I command thee this day: 12  Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, 

and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 13  And when thy herds 

and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all 

that thou hast is multiplied; 14  Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou 

forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of 

Egypt, from the house of bondage;  

 

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 17  And thou say in thine heart, My power and the 

might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 18  But thou shalt 

remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
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wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy 

fathers, as it is this day. 

 

o [The house of God - "This is my Church!"] 

 

o [The finances of God - They give a so called tithe to the Church, but it 

must be spent in their way or they stop giving.] 

  

[It all belongs to God - The truth is that everything that man claims to own, 

doesn't really belong to him.] 

  

[Illustration - The Tsunami of 2004 provided irrefutable proof that we are 

not in control to the extent that we think we are.] 

 

• [This was the deadliest disaster in recorded history.  Killed 227,898 in 14 

India Ocean countries.] 

• [Those people did not own their houses or possessions.] 

• [Those governments did not own those houses or possessions.] 

• [They were powerless to preserve what they claimed to have authority 

over.] 

  

["God has a way of letting people know who really is in control!"] 

  

[There is a vast difference between stewardship and ownership.] 

  

[These religious leaders were stewards, not owners.] 

 

[Stewards left over their stewardship for too long often begin to view 

themselves as owners.] 

  

[In life you are given a stewardship.  Have you begun to look at yourself 

as an owner?] 

  

2. The Provision for the vineyard (Psalm 20.7; 33.16-20; Prov 21.31) [- ". . . 

and hedged it round about . . ." - A question of ultimate protection.] 

  

[The hedge was a form of protection for the vineyard. It helped to:] 

  

• [Define the boarder of the property.] 
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• [Defend the property from roving beasts.] 

• [Direct foot traffic away from the property.] 

  

[The point in the parable is that their was a hedge of protection placed 

around Israel.  God would soon remove that hedge of protection.] 

  

[Christians must always remember where their protection comes from.] 

  

[Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will 

remember the name of the LORD our God. ] 

  

[Psalm 33:16-20 There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a 

mighty man is not delivered by much strength. 17An horse is a vain thing for 

safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength. 18Behold, the eye 

of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy; 

19To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 20Our 

soul waiteth for the LORD: he is our help and our shield.]  

  

[Proverbs 21:31 The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety 

is of the LORD.]  

  

3. The Prosperity of the vineyard [- ". . .and digged a winepress in it, and 

built a tower . . ." - The questions of design, functionality, and productivity.] 

  

[The owner had provided everything necessary for the vineyard to be 

productive.] 

  

[God had provided everything necessary for Israel, and these religious 

leaders to be productive.  However, they thought they knew better than God 

and had started to do things their way rather than God's way.]   

  

o [God gave them a place - A land located so that they could permeate the 

world with God message. They failed.] 

 

o [God gave them prosperity - The land was flowing with milk and 

honey, an opportunity to provide for themselves and the world.  They 

failed.] 
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o [God gave them a proclamation - He gave them Scripture, a written 

Word given by the finger of God, whereby they could introduce the 

world to the one true God.  They failed.] 

  

[God has provided everything the Church needs to be productive, but the 

Church has developed into a religion based on philosophy, tradition, and 

human reason.  The presence of Christ and the relationship He brings is 

often missing in Churches today.] 

  

o [God has given American Christians a Place - We are safer than 

Christians have been at any other time in history.] 

 

o [God has given American Christians a Prosperity - Will we use it for 

the sake of God's kingdom?] 

 

o [God has given American Christians a Proclamation - Will we herald 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ.]   

  

["We are God's vineyard today!"] 

  

B. The Husbandman of the Vineyard (vs 34-43) – The Stewards. 

  

1. Their Work (vs 34) [- "And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 

servants to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it." -  They 

went to work.  In their work:] 

  

o [They Suffered the injuries of the work - they bled] 

 

o [They Sweat through the heat of the day.] 

 

o [They Sacrificed many nights to protect the vineyard from numerous 

threats.  Threats of intruders, dangers and disasters.] 

  

["Surely their work had earned them a greater stature and position 

than the householder had granted them."] 

  

2. Their Wickedness (vs 35-36) [- "And the husbandmen took his servants, 

and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. 36Again, he sent other 

servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise." -  
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Misappropriated authority often leads to violence.  Consider the extreme 

they were willing to go to.] 

  

o [They beat some.] 

 

o [They stoned some.] 

 

o [They killed the son.] 

 

3. Their Want (vs 37-39) [-  "But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, 

They will reverence my son. 38But when the husbandmen saw the son, they 

said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us 

seize on his inheritance. 39And they caught him, and cast him out of the 

vineyard, and slew him." - Their desires in contrast to their Responsibility. ] 

  

o [Their responsibility was to be good stewards of the vineyard.] 

 

o [They wanted to take possession of the vineyard.] 

 

o [Even to the extreme of killing the householders son.  A clear picture of 

Jesus Christ.] 

  

4. Their Waste (vs 40-43; Heb 9.27) [- "When the lord therefore of the 

vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 41They say unto 

him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his 

vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in 

their seasons. 42Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, 

The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the 

corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 

43Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, 

and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof." – These wicked 

people thought they were getting great gain, instead they brought upon 

themselves great judgment.  There came a day of reckoning!] 

  

[As R.G. Lee used to preach - There will be a Payday Someday.] 

  

[Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 

judgment:]  
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[The kingdom was taken from Israel and it has been entrusted to the 

Church of Jesus Christ.  The question is, are we, the Church, being 

better stewards than these wicked tenants?] 

  

C. The Heart of the Vineyard (vs 42-44) - Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never 

read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is 

become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 

our eyes? 43  Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from 

you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44  And whosoever 

shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 

grind him to powder. 

 

This is speaking of the Stone which is the head of the corner who is our Lord 

Jesus Christ and the Redemption He has bought for us.    

 

The Word of God reminds us, 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the 

Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 

your spirit, which are God's. 

 

1. Our Heavenly Father's Provision [- God sent His only begotten Son. He 

saved us and we belong to Him.  He is our Lord.] 

  

[Jesus Christ is this stone.]   

  

[As our stone of salvation, He provides a rock-solid foundation for life and 

eternity.] 

  

[You may tremble on this rock, but this rock will never tremble under you.] 

  

2. Our Heavenly Father's Purpose (Psalm 34.18) 

  

[Jesus was saying to these religious leaders, "This Temple, this world, and 

this life do not belong to you.  You had better yield in obedience to the Lord 

of life before the Lord of life requires an accounting for your stewardship."] 

  

[Psalm 34:18 The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and 

saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.]  
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[Call out to Jesus Christ for your salvation and yield to Him as your personal 

Lord and Savior today.] 

 

[Our Lord has placed us into His vineyard and we have Work to do.  We 

need to be about our Lord’s Kingdom work.] 

 

[We must,] 

• [Be Saved] 

• [Grow Spiritually through the Word of God] 

• [Be Great Commission Christians] 

o [Witness for our Lord] 

o [Bring people into our Lord’s Church] 

o [Disciple, Edify, and Encourage God’s people.] 

 

[Are you Working in our Lord’s Vineyard] 

  

3. Our Heavenly Father's Providence (vs 44) [- ". . . but on whomsoever it 

shall fall, it will grind him to powder." - He will prevail.  It is His vineyard.  

Life is His vineyard.] 

  

[A day of reckoning is fast approaching.  The householder will seek an 

accounting.] 

  

[Are you ready for that accounting?] 
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