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The Kingdom Of Heaven 

Thirty Pieces Of Silver 
Matt 26.1-14 

 

We have studied in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, 

 

• The Precursors to the End Times 

• The Tribulation Period and its terror for this physical world and its people 

• The Second Coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation Period 

• The Rapture of the Church at the beginning of the Tribulation Period 

• The Faithful Steward as we move toward the Rapture 

• The Ten Virgins and the Division within the Churches Religious system  

• The Talents and Faithful Rewarded Stewardship 

• The Judgment of the Nations 

 

As we begin in Chapter 26 our Lord has completed His teachings on His coming 

second coming and the End Times and now turns His attention toward His soon 

coming crucifixion. Everything from Matthew 26 through the end of this book in 

the Word of God is focused on our Lord ultimate purpose for coming in His 

incarnation; this is the account of the Suffering, Death, Burial, and Physical 

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

It all begins in Bethany. 

 

As we are pointed toward the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ we are first led to 

see and understand six types of people associated with our Lord. 

 

1. The Spectacular (vs 6) – Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of 

Simon the leper,  - Simon the Leper, or once leper.  What made Simon 

Spectacular was his healing.  He was once a leper, hopeless in his disease but 

was now made hole by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We must remember that in the Word of God Leprosy is a picture of sin.  We 

are all sinners, hopelessly lost in our sin, needing the healing, cleansing blood 

of the Lord Jesus Christ to save us from the penalty of our sin.  As our Lord 

took away Simons Leprosy so He takes away our sin (1 John 3.5) 

In our text what makes Simon spectacular is the fact of his healing by our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

John 21.24 
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Six Types of People, 

1. The Spectacular – Simon the Leper 

Our Lord healed multitudes,  

Luke 6:17-19 And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the 

company of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and 

Jerusalem, and from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, 

and to be healed of their diseases; 
18 

 And they that were vexed with unclean 

spirits: and they were healed. 
19 

 And the whole multitude sought to touch him: 

for there went virtue out of him, and healed them all.  

John 21:24-25 This is the disciple which 

testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: 

and we know that his testimony is true. 
25 

 And 

there are also many other things which Jesus 

did, the which, if they should be written every 

one, I suppose that even the world itself could 

not contain the books that should be written. 

Amen. 

Just as our Lord had and has the power to completely heal any and all 

diseases our Lord also has the power to take away our sin.  The effect of 

such healing is truly spectacular and will draw out the unfettered surrender of 

all who are truly touch by such a healing. 

The first type of person we notice in our text are the spectacular. 

If you have been cleansed of all your sin, as Simon was cleansed of his leprosy, 

then you too are a truly spectacular individual.  When the world looks at you do 

they see the supernatural touch of God on you and in your life?  Born-again 

Christians truly are and should be seen as spectacular people in reference to our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. The Sacrificial (vs 7) – There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box 

of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat. – 

According to The Gospel of John this was Mary the sister of Lazarus and 

Martha (John 12.1-4); if these are the same occasions, they sound similar. 

We know this ointment was exceedingly expensive.  It has been suggested that 

such a box of ointment could have cost an entire year’s wages.  Therefore the 

breaking and pouring out of the ointment was a notable sacrifice.  This is 

certainly noted by the disciples when they said, 
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1. The Spectacular – Simon the Leper 
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(Mary) 

Matthew 26:8-9 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To 

what purpose is this waste? 
9 

 For this ointment might have been sold for much, 

and given to the poor.  

For those whose lives had been touched in 

undeniable ways, such as Mary, Martha, and 

Lazarus the sacrifice was hardly enough. 

So it should be by Born-Again Christians in their 

Christian Journey, no sacrifice could ever repay 

the incalculable gift of the Grace of God and the 

full pardon for sins given to all who come to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Principle is “Those who are forgiven much, Love much.” (Luke 7.47) 

Our Lord asks for our complete and willing sacrifice of ourselves, 

Matthew 16:24  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after 

me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  

 

To take up your cross and follow Jesus is to be willing to sacrifice yourself for 

the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Our Lord and our salvation calls us to be 

willing to sacrifice for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 

your reasonable service. 
2 
 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 

and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

 

While God calls us to be sacrifices He does not want us to be dead sacrifices, 

instead He asks us to be living sacrifices for Him and His purposes.  What is 

God’s purpose?  That all the world repent and be Born-Again! 

 

How much has our Lord Jesus Christ done for you?  How much grace has our 

Lord given you?  How great are your sins?  How much are you willing to give 

the Lord Jesus Christ in return? 

Will you be a living Sacrifice for the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Rom 12.1 
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Six Types of People, 

1. The Spectacular – Simon the Leper 
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(Mary) 

3. The Surrendered (vs 1, 8-13) -  And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished 

all these sayings, he said unto his disciples,  

 

Matthew 26:8-13 But when his disciples saw it, 

they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is 

this waste? 
9 

 For this ointment might have been 

sold for much, and given to the poor. 
10 

 When 

Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why 

trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a 

good work upon me. 
11 

 For ye have the poor 

always with you; but me ye have not always. 
12 

 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my 

body, she did it for my burial. 
13 

 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel 

shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath 

done, be told for a memorial of her.  

The disciples had followed our Lord with great surrender.  Peter stated, 

Mark 10:28  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have 

followed thee.  

To which our Lord Replied,  

 

Mark 10:29-31 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no 

man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 

children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 
30 

 But he shall receive an 

hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 

and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal 

life. 
31 

 But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 

Back when our Lord first called the various Disciples to follow Him our Lord 

walked up to them as said “Come, Follow me.”  They dropped what they 

were doing and went and followed the Lord Jesus Christ. 

They left, 

• Their jobs 

• Their families 

• Their reputation 

• Their security 

Mark 10.28 
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They literally “left all” and followed the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Nothing in our text should be misunderstood to suggest that the disciples meant 

any harm toward our Lord or his ministry when they questioned the sacrifice of 

the woman’s ointment.  Their intentions were true to the ministry of our Lord.  

With the exception of one apostle whom we will address shortly. 

Are we like the Disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

fully surrendered to our Lord? 

Or are there things in our life that cause us to be 

less than surrendered to our Lord? 

4. The Sacrifice (vs 1-2) – And it came to pass, 

when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said 

unto his disciples, 
2 
 Ye know that after two days is 

the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is 

betrayed to be crucified.  

The Word of God reveals the our Lord Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God Slain 

from the foundation of the world (Rev 5.1-10; 13.8) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ knew why He came, 

Luke 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 

lost. 

He knew that that required 

Matthew 26:2  Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the 

Son of man is betrayed to be crucified. 

Why did our Lord have to be crucified? 

1 Corinthians 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 

received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  

 

1 John 2:2  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 

Because someone has to pay the penalty we owe for our sins!  Jesus did that 

for you and me. 

1 Cor 15.3 

Rom 5.8 



Page 6 of 9 

 

The Kingdom Of Heaven 

Thirty Pieces Of Silver 

Matt 26.1-14 

Six Types of People, 

1. The Spectacular – Simon the Leper 

2. The Sacrificial – The Woman 

(Mary) 

3. The Surrendered – The Disciples 

4. The Sacrifice – Our Lord 

The most amazing revelation, 

Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the sinless, sacrificial, lamb 

of God, did not wait for us to repent of our sins, or 

for us to seek His forgiveness, to pay the penalty 

we owed; He died for our sins while we were yet 

sinners. 

What incredible, amazing grace! 

Notice the Love of our Lord in Romans 5.8 but 

notice the goal of our Lord’s love as well. 

Commendeth – This word in very, very important to this verse.  Modern 

versions of the Bible do great harm to this verse by translating this word as 

“Demonstrates.” Yes, this one word change changes the doctrinal teaching 

of this verse.  The word “Commendeth” mean to unite with or to make as 

one.  Our Lord died to unite us with the Love of God not just show it to us. 

How does God unite us with His love?  By coming to dwell inside of us at 

the moment of our salvation!  It is very important that every born again 

Christian understand this all important supernatural goal of God in our 

salvation. 

The indwelling presence of God in us will be transformative in our lives.  

Hence the word of God states, 

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 

things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

5. The Scoffers (vs 3-5) – The Priests – Then assembled together the chief priests, 

and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, 

who was called Caiaphas, 
4 

 And consulted that they might take Jesus by 

subtilty, and kill him. 
5 
 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an 

uproar among the people. 

There always have been and always will be, in this mortal world, those who 

hate our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our Lord said, 

John 15.18 
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1 John 3:13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.  

 

John 15:18-19 If the world hate you, ye know 

that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 

 If ye were 

of the world, the world would love his own: but 

because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 

you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 

you.  

 

Why did they hate our Lord to the point that 

they wanted to kill Him? 

Maybe it was, 

• For Greed – Their source of prosperity was threatened. 

• For Guilt – They felt guilty for their sin and didn’t like such. 

• For Government – Their political power and position was threatened 

• For Greatness – Their reputation and standing with people was 

threatened. 

Only Almighty God knows what their true motives were but no matter what the 

cause in the end they hated our Lord Jesus Christ and had come to the point 

where they were ready to execute Him. 

There are many in our world who for whatever reason hate our Lord Jesus 

Christ and hate anyone who would stand for our Lord and His truth. 

You can talk about God in this world, which could point to any of many false 

god’s; but when you specifically state that you represent and live for the Lord 

Jesus Christ the haters of our Lord will arise in vehemence against you.   

Just like these scoffing priest the seek to kill our Lord Jesus Christ and all that 

are His. 

6. The Seditious (vs 14-16) – Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went 

unto the chief priests, 
15 

 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will 

deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 
16 

 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.  

Our Lord asked, 
Mark 8.34 



Page 8 of 9 

 

The Kingdom Of Heaven 

Thirty Pieces Of Silver 

Matt 26.1-14 

Six Types of People, 

1. The Spectacular – Simon the Leper 

2. The Sacrificial – The Woman 

(Mary) 

3. The Surrendered – The Disciples 

4. The Sacrifice – Our Lord 

5. The Scoffers – The Priests 

6. The Seditious – Judas Iscariot 

Mark 8:34-36 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples 

also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow me. 
35 

 For whosoever will save his life shall 

lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same 

shall save it. 
36 

 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 

world, and lose his own soul? 

Judas was a man that,  

• Was called by our Lord 

• Walked with our Lord  

• Was Taught by our Lord 

• Was Trusted by our Lord – Carried the 

groups money. 

• Was Empowered by our Lord 

• Testified of our Lord – He saw all the 

miracles 

Judas was called a friend by our Lord, 

Psalm 41:9  Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of 

my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. 

Yet, here is a man that was willing to betray our Lord Jesus Christ for a mere 

thirty (30) pieces of silver. 

What in this world would be worth the selling of your only hope of salvation?  

Judas will now spend eternity in the fires of hell because of what his betrayal 

testified about him, he never really trusted what the Lord Jesus Christ came 

to do for Him.  The Word of God testifies that Judas was never saved. 

Of Judas the Word of God reveals, 

John 17:12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those 

that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of 

perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.  

 

John 6:70-71 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of 

you is a devil? 
71 

  He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was 

that should betray him, being one of the twelve. 

Psalm 41.9 

John 17.12 
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Our Lord reveals the fate of Judas after his betrayal. 

From Judas we learn that, 

• There are people who walk among our Lord’s people who are Wolves in 

Sheep’s clothing.   

• There are people who talk the same talk as our Lord’s people who are of the 

devil. 

• There are people who look like and call themselves the friends of our Lord 

Jesus Christ but would lift up their heal against our Lord and His people. 

• There are people who appear to have been trusted by our Lord who would 

sell our Lord and His people for a mere 30 pieces of silver. 

These are, 

• The wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matt 7.15) 

• The Tares among the Wheat (Matt 13.34-30) 

• False Prophets and False Teachers (2 Pet 2.1-3) 

Beware true child of God, they gain your trust as a friend and Judas did with 

our Lord and then sell you out to this world and its Prince the devil. 

What would you do for Thirty Pieces of Silver.  What is your soul worth? 

Six types of people in the presence of our Lord as He prepares to be betrayed, 

arrested. falsely convicted, and cruelly crucified on Calvary’s Cross to pay the 

penalty for your sins. 

Which one represents you in your heart? 

 

 

 

 

Crossroads Baptist, Sunday Aug 16, 2020 


