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The Kingdom OF Heaven 

The Judgment Of The Nations 

Matt 25.31-46 
 

We have studied in Matthew chapters 24 and 25, 

 

• The Precursors to the End Times 

• The Tribulation Period and its terror for this physical world and its people 

• The Second Coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation Period 

• The Rapture of the Church at the beginning of the Tribulation Period 

• The Faithful Steward as we move toward the Rapture 

• The Ten Virgins and the Division within the Churches Religious system  

• The Talents and Faithful Rewarded Stewardship 

 

Today we come to a Study on The Judgment of the Nations. 

The Judgment of the Nations occurs after the Tribulation Period and right after our 

Lord’s Second Return during the beginning of the Millennium, during the 

establishment of our Lord’s Glorious Kingdom. 

Our Lord will gather the nations of the world together and will judge those nations 

based on how they treated God’s chosen people Israel. 

Notice in our text, 

A. The Inauguration (vs 31) -  The Throne Of Glory (vs 31) - When the Son of 

man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 

upon the throne of his glory:  

The Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ will certainly be glorious 

Revelation 6:12-14 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, 

there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 

and the moon became as blood; 
13 

 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, 

even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty 

wind. 
14 

 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and 

every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  

Revelation 19:11-16 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and 

he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 

doth judge and make war. 
12 

  His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head 



Page 2 of 8 

 

The Kingdom OF Heaven 

The Judgment Of The Nations 

Matt 25.31-46 

A. The Inauguration – The Throne of 

Glory 

 

were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he 

himself. 
13 

 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is 

called The Word of God. 
14 

 And the armies which were in heaven followed him 

upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
15 

 And out of his 

mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he 

shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 

fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 
16 

 And he hath on his vesture and on his 

thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

He will resurrect the Old Testament Saints at 

Mt Sinai. 

He will Thresh through the Battle of 

Armageddon 

He will set foot on the Mount of Olives and 

will enter the re-built Temple in Jerusalem 

And then there will be, 

• The Throne of His Glory – The Throne of the Millennial Kingdom 

Matthew 19:28  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye 

which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit 

in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

• The Millennial Kingdom 

Daniel 7:13-14  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 

man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and 

they brought him near before him. 
14 

 And there was given him dominion, 

and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 

serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

• A Kingdom Ruled by Righteousness 

Hebrews 1:8  But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 

ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 

Dan 7.13 

Ezek 20.38 
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Psalm 9:7-8 But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his 

throne for judgment. 
8 
 And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he 

shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.  

Psalm 96:13  Before the LORD: for he 

cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he 

shall judge the world with righteousness, and 

the people with his truth. 

Psalm 98:9  Before the LORD; for he cometh 

to judge the earth: with righteousness shall he 

judge the world, and the people with equity. 

• The Purging – The Judgment at the beginning of the Millennium. 

Ezekiel 20:38  And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them 

that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where 

they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall 

know that I am the LORD. 

Listen, who are those nations that hate and despise Israel, the Father’s 

wife, the people of God?  They are the same one’s who deny and rebel 

against the Word of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

These all shall be Purged from the earth at the beginning of the 

Millennium. 

B. The Inquisition (vs 32-3) - The Gathering Of The Nations – Sheep and 

Goats – And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate 

them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 
33 

 And 

he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

 

The Battle of Armageddon gathers the armies of the nation’s together to battle 

against our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Revelation 16:12-16 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great 

river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings 

of the east might be prepared. 
13 

 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come 

out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 

mouth of the false prophet. 
14 

 For they are the spirits of devils, working 

Rev 16.12 
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miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to 

gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
15 

 Behold, I come 

as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 

naked, and they see his shame. 
16 

 And he gathered them together into a place 

called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

 

In this Judgment of the Nations the nations are 

gathered together as our Lord sits on His 

Throne of Glory to be Judged in the righteous 

judgment of our Lord. 

 

The difference between these events, 

 

• The Battle of Armageddon occurs as our Lord is retuning and just 

before our Lord sets foot on the Mount of Olives.  In this battle the 

Armies of the World will be destroyed. 

 

• The Judgment of the Nations occurs as our Lord is seated on His throne 

of Glory after He sets foot on the Mount of Olives 

 

The Armies of the Nations of the World are destroyed at Armageddon and the 

nations come under the righteous judgment of our Lord as His millennial 

kingdom is set up. 

 

Our Lord in His Omniscience will separate the Sheep from the Goats.  The 

distinction is, 

 

• Sheep are those nations who are not opposed to Israel and the people of our 

Heavenly Father.  Remember Israel is the Father’s Wife.  Not to be 

mistaken for the Church which is the Son’s Bride. 

 

• Goats are those nations who hate Israel and fought against Israel.  These are 

Lucifer’s agents trying to supplant God’s plan for the ages.  They will not 

succeed. 
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C. The Inheritance (vs 33-40) – The Care and Blessings of Israel (vs 33-40) – 

And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
34 

 Then 

shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
35 

 For I 

was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I 

was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
36 

 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and 

ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
37 

 Then shall the righteous 

answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 

hungred, and fed thee? Or thirsty, and gave thee 

drink? 
38 

  When saw we thee a stranger, and 

took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 
39 

  Or 

when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 

unto thee? 
40 

 And the King shall answer and say 

unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 

have done it unto one of the least of these my 

brethren, ye have done it unto me.  

The Least of These is often spoken of as if it is talking about the poor in our 

communities.  However this Judgment of the Nations is focused doctrinally 

upon the way nations approach Israel.  The least of these is the Jews, the people 

of God. 

An important promise given to Abraham. 

Genesis 12:1-3 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I 

will shew thee: 
2 

 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 

and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 
3 
 And I will bless them 

that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families 

of the earth be blessed.  

 

To bless Israel, to be the friend of Israel will always result in the blessings 

of God. 

Doctrinally and Historically this passage teaches the Judgment of the 

Naitons. 

Inspirationally there is nothing wrong with using this passage to teach that we 

should care for those less fortunate.  However this is not the primary focus of 

this passage.  Caring for our fellow man is a valid New Testament principle.  

Gen 12.1 

Luke 6.27 
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Galatians 6:2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

A passage containing the Golden Rule 

Luke 6:27-31 But I say unto you which hear, 

Love your enemies, do good to them which hate 

you, 
28 

 Bless them that curse you, and pray for 

them which despitefully use you. 
29 

 And unto him 

that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the 

other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid 

not to take thy coat also. 
30 

  Give to every man 

that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. 
31 

 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.  

 

It is always a sign of Spiritual Maturity to treat people with grace and 

compassion. 

 

The Level of Care and Compassion, 

 

Matthew 25:35-36 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, 

and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
36 

 Naked, and ye 

clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

 

Compassion will always result in the Blessing of God. 

 

Matthew 25:40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto 

you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 

have done it unto me. 

 

Matthew 25:34  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 

blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world: 

 

D. The Indignation (vs 41-46) – Then shall he say also unto them on the left 

hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 

and his angels: 
42 

 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, 

and ye gave me no drink: 
43 

 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and 

ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 
44 

 Then shall they 

also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 

stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 

Text 
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45 
 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did 

it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 
46 

 And these shall go away 

into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.  

The Hatred and Harm of Israel – The Judgment of the Nations at the 

beginning of the millennium will judge those nations who sought to destroy and 

harm Israel directly and severely.   When we think of the Middle East and the 

nations that surround Israel; those Muslim nations will not fare well in this 

Judgment.  Nor any other nation that stand oppose to or intends to harm the 

Father’s Wife, God’s chosen people. 

The same level of compassion listed for the blessed is the level of judgment 

rendered for the neglect identified and for the condemned. 

The Judgment of the Nations is a national level judgment, not an individual 

level of judgment.  However the principles of care and compassion give us great 

instruction at a personal and inspirational level.  

The Judgment of the Nations is coming soon. 

It will, 

• Follow the end of The Church Age. 

• Follow the Rapture of the Church 

• Follow the seven year Great Tribulation Period 

• Follow the Second Return of the Lord Jesus Christ 

• Follow the Battle of Armageddon 

• Be at the very beginning of the Millennial Kingdom of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Notice that these teachings concerning the coming End Times and their events 

where given according to Matthew’s Gospel at the end of our Lord’s earthly 

ministry.  Our Lord is telling what to expect in 

these End Times. 

Will you hear the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Are you watching and serving faithfully as you 

wait for His return? 
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