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The Kingdom of Heaven 

The Great Commandments - Love 

Matt 22.34-40 

cf. Mark 12.28-34 

  

The Bible reveals three things about the Great Commandment Love.  In the 

Great Commandment Love there will be, 

  

A. A Love for Divinity (vs 34-38; Rom 5.8) [– But when the Pharisees had 

heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 
35  Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting 

him, and saying, 36  Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 
37   Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38  This is the first and 

great commandment.]  

 

[When you accepted Christ as your personal Lord and Savior God 

performed numerous supernatural acts upon you.  You didn’t know at the 

time what they all were, but God moved upon you regardless.   These 

included that,] 
 

•    [You were adopted into God’s family - You have a new relationship.] 

 

[John 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:] 

 

•    [You were indwelled by the Holy Spirit – You have a new friendship] 

 

[Ephesians 1:12-14 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who 

first trusted in Christ. 13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 

believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14  Which is the 

earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, unto the praise of his glory.] 

  

•   [You have been united with God’s Love – You have a new 

partnership  
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[Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us.] 

[The word “commendeth” means to unite 

with God’s love, rather than a viewing of 

God’s love.  Demonstrates is a miss 

translation of this Greek word.  Modern 

Translations have is wrong and do GREAT 

damage to this verse by that reprehensible 

change.] 

[Before you became a Christian you thought you knew what love was, but now 

that God has moved into your life, you have come to realize that there are 

spiritual depths of love that you had never fathomed before.  You did not know 

them because they are poured into you by a supernatural act of God at the 

moment of your salvation.  They are so very deep that it will take you a lifetime 

to fathom their depths, and then you will realize that God’s love is as broad as it 

is deep and an eternity will be required to experience its expanse.  Praise God, if 

an eternity is required, an eternity has truly been given!] 

  

[If you are a lost person then what I have just said is but a mystery to you.  It all 

sounds phenomenal, almost psychotic; you might be thinking, “Preacher, your 

just crazy.”  Indeed, I am.  I’m crazy for Jesus.  You can come to know the 

spiritual reality I have just described by accepting Jesus Christ as your personal 

Lord and Savior.  You need to do that today.]   

 

[Notice how this divine love is described.  If you Love God then your love 

will be,] 

                                                                                                  

1. A Singular Love (vs 37; Matt 6.24) [– Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, . . . – The Lord our God is one Lord.  

There are no other god’s to love.] 

  

[Matthew 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 

one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the 

other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.]  

[Our Lord said,] 

[John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments. ] 
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[If you will develop a singular love for God then you must,] 

 

• [Know what God’s will and way is for you.] 

• [You must love and know the Word of God which reveals God’s will 

and way for you.] 

 

[You will never be able to guess, or feel 

your way into the heart of God if you love 

God you must love who He really is and you 

can only know that by knowing what He has 

revealed about Himself.] 

[There is only one living God, do you love 

Him?] 

2. A Sacrificial Love (vs 37; Mark 8.34-38) [– . . . And thou shalt love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

– It encompasses the entire being of an individual.] 
 

[Does god really ask us to make sacrifices for Him if we love Him?] 

 

 [Mark 8:34-38 And when he had called the people unto him with his 

disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will 

save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and 

the gospel's, the same shall save it. 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he 

shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man 

give in exchange for his soul? 38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of 

me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also 

shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father 

with the holy angels. ] 

[A deep seated love often demands sacrifices.  Do you remember your first 

love?  What were you willing to sacrifice?] 

3. A Supreme Love (vs 38; Luke 18.28-30) [– This is the first and great 

commandment. - This takes precedence over everything else.] 

 

[Wives in our day, and I reckon throughout time, have desired that their 

husband’s love them more than anything else.  However, a wise wife, a 
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godly spiritual woman will realize that she needs her husband to love God 

first and more; for if he loves God with all his being then everything else 

will fall into its rightful place.]  

  

[The disciples and Jesus briefly discuss this 

spiritual principle for a godly life in Luke, 

right after Jesus said,] 

 

[Luke 18:24-25 And when Jesus saw that he 

was very sorrowful, he said, How hardly 

shall they that have riches enter into the 

kingdom of God! 25  For it is easier for a 

camel to go through a needle's eye, than for 

a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 

God.] 

 

[The disciples response was, “Who then can be saved.” (Luke 

18.26)  Notice how the discourse continues:] 

  

 [Luke 18:28-30 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. 29 

And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left 

house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's 

sake, 30 Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the 

world to come life everlasting. ] 

[Jesus does not say, “Well Peter, it was just ridiculous for you to give up 

everything to follow me, you should have only given me what was 

convenient.  You should have only given what was reasonable or 

responsible.”] 

 

[In essence, Jesus says, you cannot out give God.] 

[Your love for God must be a supreme, all-encompassing love.] 

 

B. A Love for Humanity (vs 39; Luke 10.25-37) [– And the second is like 

unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.]  This kind of love Is, 

  

1. An Unselfish Love (vs 39; Matt 7.12; cf. Luke 6.31; Matt 5.39-45) [– 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. - This type of love is a golden 
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rule kind of love.] 

 

 [Matthew 7:12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 

should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 

prophets. ] 

[This is the kind of love that just 

gives.  It’s the kind of love that will:] 

 

•        [Take the second strike (Matt 5.39)] 

•        [Give the second garment (Matt 5.40)]  

•        [Go the second mile (Matt 5.41)] 

•        [Loves in the face of hate (Matt 5.43-

45) 

 

[Matthew 5:43-45 Ye have heard that it 

hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your 

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 

pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye 

may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 

sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 

on the unjust. ] 

2. A Samaritans Love (Luke 10.25-37) [– In Luke’s account of the great 

commandment, Jesus is confronted by a Lawyer who knows the great 

commandment, but does not understand its application.] 

 

[In the story of the good Samaritan Jesus reveals,] 
 

• [The Beater Upper’s – Their primary purpose is the take all they can 

get.] 
 

• [The Passer Upper’s – Their primary purpose is to keep all that they 

have.  They are good with excuses.  They have plenty of reasons why 

they can’t help.  As the Lawyer asked Jesus, “. . .and who is my 

neighbor?” (Luke 10.29)] 
 

• [The Picker Upper’s – Their primary purpose is to provide all that 

is needed.] 
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[Don’t confuse this love that provides real needs with a foolish provision 

of lustful desires.] 

  

3.   A Servants Love (Mark 10.42-45) [– 

Jesus example was one of servant hood.]  
 

 [Mark 10:42-45 But Jesus called them 

to him, and saith unto them, Ye know 

that they which are accounted to rule 

over the Gentiles exercise lordship over 

them; and their great ones exercise 

authority upon them. 43 But so shall it 

not be among you: but whosoever will 

be great among you, shall be your 

minister: 44 And whosoever of you will 

be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 45 For even the Son of man came 

not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 

for many.]  

[Illustration - Service Over Showing Off - There is a story told about 

Sam Rayburn who was Speaker for the House of Representatives longer 

than any other man. One of his friends lost a teenage daughter and early 

the next morning Rayburn knocked on his door. "I just came by to see 

what I could do to help." The father replied that there was nothing to do. 

"Well," Rayburn said, "have you had your coffee this morning?" The 

man replied that they had not taken time for breakfast. While Rayburn 

was working in the kitchen, the man came in and said, "Mr. Speaker, I 

thought you were supposed to be having breakfast at the White House 

this morning." "Well, I was, but I called the President and told him I had 

a friend who was in trouble and I could not come."  What a different 

world this would be if we would learn to become more and more 

unselfish. —Bible Illustrations] 

 

C. A Love for Eternity (vs 40; Matt 22.40; Rom 13.10) [– On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.] 

  

1.   Receive the Savior’s Approval  [– Those who would be truly great in 

the kingdom of heaven must learn to be the servants of God and mankind 

on this earth.] 
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[It is through a Great Commandment love that the Great Commission 

Christians will find the fulfillment of all that God requires.] 

 

 [Love is the fulfilling of the Law (Rom 13.10).] 

  

2.  Respond to the Savior’s Approach [– Perhaps you are here today and 

you have not experienced the kind of unity with God love that I have 

described in this message today.  Jesus is here today and on the authority 

of God’s Word He is seeking to unite you with God’s love.  Will you 

respond to His approach?   Will you accept Christ as your personal Lord 

and Savior today?] 

  

  

 

 

CrossRoads Baptist Church, Sunday Morning, May 29, 2020 

  

  

  

 

The Kingdom of Heaven 

The Great Commandments - Love 

Matt 22.34-40 

A. A Love For Divinity – A Love for 

God is, 

1. A Singular Love 

2. A Sacrificial Love 

3. A Supreme Love 

B. A Love For Humanity 

1. An Unselfish Love 

2. A Samaritans Love 

3. A Servants Love 

C. A Love For Eternity 

1. Receive the Savior’s Approval 

2. Respond to the Savior’s 

Approach 


