
Page 1 of 11 

 

The Kingdom of God 

Render Unto Caesar 
Matt 22.15-21 

cf . Mark 12.13-17 

A. Historically (vs 15-18) 

Matthew 22:15-18 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might 

entangle him in his talk. 16  And they sent out unto him their disciples with the 

Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of 

God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person 

of men. 17  Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto 

Caesar, or not? 18  But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt 

ye me, ye hypocrites?  

1. The Rebellious Heart of Israel 

Ezekiel 2:3  And he said unto me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of 

Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their 

fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day. 

36 times in the Old Testament the word rebellious is used, often speaking of 

God’s chosen people. 

2. The Rebellious Spirit of the Sadducees 

[There were three religious sects in the Jewish System,] 

• [The Sadducees – The Political Sect] 

 

[These were in political power.  The High priest would always be a 

Sadducee.] 

[The Sadducees only accepted the first five books of the Old Testament 

the Law or the books of Moses] 

[The Sadducees refused all things spiritual.  There were no Angels or 

Demons.  There was not future resurrection or life after death.] 

• [The Pharisees – The Spiritual Sect] 
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 [These held the whole Old Testament as the Word of God, as we have it 

today.  As our Lord held the Word of God.] 

[The Pharisees usually ran the Synagogues and 

the Sabbat h schools.] 

[The Pharisees held to the Word of God 

literally and believed in Angels, demons, and a 

coming Resurrection] 

• [The Scribes – The Keepers of the written 

Word of God] 

[The scribes were responsible for the accurate transmission of the written 

Word of God.  They meticulously copy the Holy Scriptures by hand.] 

[These were considered the expert authorities on what was written in the 

Word of God, the Old Testament in the Days of our Lord Jesus Christ 

and before.] 

B. Doctrinally (vs 21) - Our God Given Authorities,  

Matthew 22:21  . . . Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the 

things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 

[Romans 13:1-2 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is 

no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2  Whosoever 

therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 

resist shall receive to themselves damnation. ] 

1. Almighty-God – Above all others 

[The first four of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20.1-11)] 

• [Thou shalt have no other God] 

• [Thou shalt not make any graven image] 

• [Thou shalt not take the Lord’s name in vain] 

• [Honour the Sabbath and keep it holy.] 

[The greatest commandment] 

The Kingdom of God 

Render Unto Caesar 

Matt 22.15-21 

 

A. Historically – Rebellious 

Nation, rebellious people 

 

Rom 13.1 



Page 3 of 11 

 

[Matthew 22:37-40  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38  This is the 

first and great commandment. 39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. 40  On these two commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets.] 

2. Family – Mother and Father 

[The Fifth Commandment] 

[Exodus 20:12  Honour thy father and thy 

mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 

which the LORD thy God giveth thee.] 

[Re-iterated by our Lord.] 

[Why is God and Family in positions one and 

two in our list of authorities?  Because God is Supreme and Family is list 

first in the six man ward commands of the Ten Commandments.] 

[Only these two Authorities are listed in the Ten Commandments.] 

3. Spiritual Authority – The Word of God and your Pastor 

 

[Hebrews 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 

yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, 

that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for 

you.] 

4. Government – Your Secular Authority 

 

[1 Peter 2:13-17 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 

Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 14  Or unto governors, as 

unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the 

praise of them that do well. 15  For so is the will of God, that with well doing 

ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 16  As free, and not using 

your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
17  Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. ] 
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C. Inspirationally - Our Duty To Human Government [- Render Unto Caesar] 

1. We are to Participate in our Government [- 

Be Involved.  American government is a 

government of the people, by the people, and 

for the people.  Hence, we are expected to be 

involved in our government.  If you do not 

participate in our government then you are NOT 

rendering unto Caesar that which is Caesars.] 

[A wise man has said that the scandal of our 

time is the bad citizenship of good people.] 

[Edmund Burke once said, “All that is 

necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to 

do nothing.”] 

[Christian Americans have been given an incredible gift of grace in our 

government, but if our government will survive and succeed then we must 

fulfill our DUTY to our government.  WE MUST, render unto Caesar 

that which is Caesar’s.  We must be involved.] 

[Right and Left or Right and Wrong]  

The late Adrian Rogers once said, “I've heard it until I'm sick of hearing it 

about the Christian Right, the Christian Right. Now, friend, it's as if we're 

choosing between right or left. No, we don't choose between right or left; we 

choose between right or wrong, and we just simply want to say what is 

right. And nothing is politically right that is morally wrong.”[1] ]  

[Now, lost people have a very different set of moral values than born-again 

Christians.  The question of our day, for our nation and culture is “What is 

Right and What is Wrong?”  Our values, as citizens of heaven are based 

upon the absolute, inerrant, infallible, written Word of God that reveals the 

manifested will of God.  Right is right because God says it is right, wrong 

is wrong because God says it is wrong.] 

[Our nation, America and its liberties and laws, was founded by men who 

undeniably acknowledged Almighty–God and His absolute moral 

code.  Right was Right because God said it was right, wrong was wrong 

because God said it was wrong.  Our nation will falter and fall without the 

certain moral foundation of the Word of God.] 
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[John Adams once said, "Our Constitution was made only for a moral and 

religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other."] 

 [There are those today who would say that there 

must be a separation between Church and 

State.  They would have us to believe that there 

should be no religion in our government and no 

religious expression in our culture.  But the first 

amendment was not written to keep Christians 

nor Christian expressions out of our government, 

it was written to keep government out of our 

Churches.  How can a born-again believer keep 

God from pouring out of his life wherever he 

is?] 

[Is our secular government supposed to be a 

godless government?  Listen to what our 

forefathers wrote in some state constitutions;] 

• [North Carolina. "We, the people of the State of North Carolina, 

grateful to Almighty God, the sovereign ruler of nations..."] 

• [New Jersey. "We, the people of the State of New Jersey, grateful to 

Almighty God for the religious liberty which He has so long permitted 

us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a blessing upon our endeavors..."] 

• [Rhode Island. "We, the people of the State of Rhode Island and 

Providence Plantations, grateful to Almighty God..."] 

• [New York? "We, the people of the State of New York, grateful to 

Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure its blessings, do 

establish this constitution..."] 

[America’s Declaration of Independence,] 

• [When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 

people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 

another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 

equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 

should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.] 
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[We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness . . . ] 

[Our own declaration of independence clearly 

appeals to the fact and blessings of Almighty-

God.]  

[What am I trying to say to you my fellow 

Americans?  Be involved in your government 

at every level and bring your God and your 

religion into that participation.] 

[How do we participate?] 

• [Vote – Your vote matters, one vote 

matters.] 

[In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell 

control of all of England] 

[In 1649, one vote caused Charles I of England to be executed] 

[In 1776, one vote gave America the English language rather than 

German.] 

[In 1839, one vote elected Marcus Morton Governor of Massachusetts] 

[In 1845, one vote saved President Andrew Jackson from impeachment] 

[In 1876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the Presidency of the 

United States] 

[In 1923, one vote made Adolph Hitler the leader of the Nazi Party] 

[One vote. I'm only one, but I am one. I can't do everything, but I can do 

something. And what I can do, and ought to do, that by the grace of God, 

I will do. ] 

• [Write and Call – Write your elected representatives in Washington 

DC.  Write your State Elected Representatives.  Be involved in your local 

government, especially your school board.  Get on their email lists, know 

what they are talking about and make your voice heard.]  
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 [Why do the godless and atheists around us get what they want?  

Because they are heard.  You must be heard as God’s people.  You must 

encourage other God-fearing people to get involved as well.] 

[Now, I am NOT calling this Church to be 

political.  We must NOT endorse any 

particular political party.  We must NOT be 

democratic, republican, libertarian or anything 

else.  But we must call all political parties to 

represent and endorse right over wrong, and 

that right or wrong revealed in the Word of 

God.] 

2. We Are To Pay For Our Government (Rom 

13.6-7; Matt 17.24-27 ) [– Do you know that 

you are to pay your taxes?] 

[Romans 13:6-7 For for this cause pay ye 

tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 

attending continually upon this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their 

dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom 

fear; honour to whom honour. ] 

[Our Lord Jesus Christ paid His taxes.] 

[Matthew 17:24-27  And when they were come to Capernaum, they that 

received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay 

tribute? 25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus 

prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of 

the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? 26 

Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the 

children free. 27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to 

the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and 

when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that 

take, and give unto them for me and thee. ] 

[Our text today is a question about whether we, as citizens, are supposed to 

pay tribute or taxes.  The answer is a simple and unequivocal YES.  We, 

even as Christians, are expected by our God to help pay for our 

government.]  
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[So, we must pay our taxes, just as our Lord paid His taxes.  Do I have to 

like paying my taxes, NO.  But if I like the benefits my government gives 

me, then I must pay my taxes.] 

[Do you like the security our military gives 

you?  Then you must pay your taxes.] 

[Do you like the safety that our Police and other 

law enforcement gives you? Then you must pay 

your taxes.] 

[Do you like the comfort that our fire and 

medical first responders give you?  Then you 

must pay your taxes.] 

[Do you like our roads and other infrastructure 

given you?  Then you must pay your taxes.] 

 [Do you think you pay too much in taxes and 

that your taxes are not used properly?  Then 

you must participate and make your voices 

heard in our government.] 

[Do you think that our government is trying to do things that our 

government should not do or cannot afford to do?  Then make your 

voices heard.  Don’t just sit at home and complain, contact your 

representatives and make your voices heard.] 

3. We Are To Pray For Our Government (1 Tim 2.1-3; Rom 13.1-6)  

[1 Timothy 2:1-3  I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and 

for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and honesty. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 

God our Saviour; ] 

[When Paul wrote this to Timothy He lived under the godless Caesars of the 

Roman Empire who often declared themselves as god’s and ruthlessly killed 

and tortured Christians under severe persecutions.  And yet Paul said Pray 

for the Kings and all that are in authority.  ] 
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[Why should we pray for those godless men and women? Because the 

Word of God says,] 

[Romans 13:1-6 Let every soul be subject unto 

the higher powers. For there is no power but of 

God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 

Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 

resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 

resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 3 

For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 

to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 

power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 

have praise of the same: 4 For he is the 

minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do 

that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not 

the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, 

a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 

doeth evil. 5 Wherefore ye must needs be 

subject, not only for wrath, but also for 

conscience sake. 6 For for this cause pay ye 

tribute also: for they are God's ministers, 

attending continually upon this very thing. ] 

[Our government and its officials are ordained by God and we must honor 

them just as we honor God.] 

[So why do we pray for them?] 

[Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of 

water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.]  

[Even when it appears that we will have no influence on our government we 

must always realize that our Heavenly Father is the sovereign of the universe 

and they are still in His supernatural and omnipotent hand.] 

D. Our Duty To Our Highest Authority, Our Duty To A Holy God (vs 21; 1 

Tim 1.17; 1 Cor 8.6; Acts 5.29)  

[Matthew 22:21  . . . Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar 

the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.] 
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[1 Timothy 1:17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise 

God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.]  

 [1 Corinthians 8:6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 

things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and 

we by him. ] 

[The early Christians sought to obey and honor their government, but they 

refuse to give unto Caesar that which belonged only to God, their 

worship.   Many millions of Christians could have saved themselves from 

horrifying deaths if they would only say “Caesar Curios,” meaning Caesar is 

Lord, and had offered a little pinch of incense to Caesar, which was a show of 

worship, like unto a god.  But they refused and in many cases were killed.]  

[There comes a time when government thinks more highly of itself than it 

ought, when government and its leaders begin to look at themselves as gods 

rather than servants of God and mankind.  That’s where we must draw the 

line.  We must worship only the Lord God Almighty as God.  We must 

worship only Jehovah God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as our 

God.  We must worship only the Lord Jesus Christ as our God. ]  

[We must say with the apostles,] 

[Acts 5:29 “. . . We ought to obey God rather than 

men.” ] 

[There are those in our government who, not 

believing in God, have come to believe that 

government is god and view government as supreme 

in the affairs of life.  We must resist these reprobate 

people and we must bring our government back to 

the Lord God Almighty.  How?  By rendering unto 

Caesar that which is Caesar’s, and rendering unto 

God that which is God’s.] 

 

CrossRoads Baptist Church, May 17, 2020 

 

[1] Adrian Rogers,  One Nation Under God, Matt 22.15-22 
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