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The Kingdom Of Heaven 

The Two Sons 
Matt 21.23-32 

  

A. The Confrontation (vs 23) [- "And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and 

the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest 

thou these things? and who gave thee this authority?" ] 

  

1. The Casting (vs 12-13) [- Jesus had cast the moneychangers out of the temple.] 

  

2. The Curing (vs 14) [- Jesus had healed the blind and the lame.] 

  

3. The Challenge (vs 15-17, 23) [- The Chief priests and scribes demand an answer from 

Jesus.  They ask, "Who do you think you are?"  They said, ". . . by what authority doest 

thou these things?"] 

  

[Our world is asking the same question, "Who does this Jesus think he is?  What makes 

him such an authority?"] 

  

[The same thing that made Him an authority for these Priests and Scribes makes Jesus an 

authority today.  He is God.] 

  

[Jesus proved He was God when:] 

  

• [He healed the blind and the lame (vs 14).] 

 

• [He got up and walked out of that grave.] 

 

• [He enters you heart and life and you come to know Him personally (Rev 3.20).] 

  

B. The Counter-Question (vs 24-27)  

  

1. The Answer (vs 24-25) [- "And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you 

one thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I do these 

things. 25The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? . . ."] 

  

[Jesus answers their question by asking another question that will lead them to the 

obvious answer.] 

  

2. The Awareness (vs 25-26) [- "The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of 

men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will 

say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? 26But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the 

people; for all hold John as a prophet." ] 
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[These men didn't need a crystal ball.  They didn't need any further explanation.  They 

knew exactly what Jesus was talking about and where he was coming from.] 

  

[People know that there is a God, and they know that Jesus Christ is God.  Almighty-God 

has put that knowledge within them  (Rom 1.19)] 

  

[Romans 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God 

hath shewed it unto them. ] 

  

3. The Avoidance (vs 27; 2 Cor 6.2) [- "And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot 

tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things."] 

  

[In their avoidance we receive their answer.  A decision not to answer is a decision to 

reject the obvious.] 

  

[Lost people often fain ignorance when they avoid what they know all too well.] 

  

• [The people around Noah and his ark knew that God was demanding a decision; they 

choose to fain ignorance and perished in the flood.] 

  

• [The people in Sodom and Gomorrah knew God had sent his angels; they choose to 

fain ignorance and perished in fire and brimstone.] 

  

• [The people in Jerusalem knew that God's judgment was coming upon them after they 

had rejected Jesus Christ; they choose to fain ignorance and perished in Titus' 

destruction.] 

  

• [People today know that Jesus Christ arose from the grave and is their only hope for 

eternal life; but they choose to fain ignorance and will perish in the everlasting 

torment of the lake of fire for failing to receive Jesus when they could.] 

  

[Will you fain ignorance?  Are you avoiding the only begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ?  

If you do, beware, sudden destruction is coming upon you.]   

  

[2 Cor. 6:2 . . . behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.]  

  

C. The Comparison (vs 28-31) 

  

1. The Repentant Son (vs 28-29) [- "But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and 

he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. 29He answered and 

said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went." ] 

  

[Repentance is more than being sorry that you got caught.] 

  

[Repentance is a,] 
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• [Turning - Turning away from your sin.] 

  

• [Returning – A Returning to Obedience to God.  A Returning to the father’s work.] 

  

2. The Rebellious Son (vs 30-31; James 2.26) [- "And he came to the second, and said 

likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31Whether of them twain did 

the will of his father? They say unto him, The first." ] 

  

[Rebellion is marked by:] 

  

• [Deception - The rebellious son lied to his father and said something that he did not 

intend to do. ]  

  

[Words that are not followed up by action are merely empty sound waves carried into 

the wind and eventually dissipating in the distance.] 

  

• [Deviation - He turned and went his own way.] 

  

[Many are marked by a sincere faith of rebellion.  They say one thing, and then do 

another thing.  ] 

  

• [They say Jesus be my Lord and Savior but never follow Him nor surrender to Him.] 

  

• [We say one thing but our lives declare another thing.] 

  

[James 2:26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 

also.]  

  

D. The Connection (vs 31-32) [- ". . . Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the 

publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came unto you 

in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots 

believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe 

him."]  

  

1. A Religious Rejection (John 1.29) [- The good, moral, and biblically knowledgeable 

religious leaders rejected John's witness.] 

  

[John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 

of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. ] 

  

2. A Repentant Reception  (vs 32) [- ". . . but the publicans and the harlots believed him: . 

. ."] 

  

[Having heard the testimony concerning Jesus Christ: the eternal, living, lamb of God.  

Will you repentant and receive Him as your personal Lord and Savior?  Or will you resist 

and reject Him and walk in the way of rebellion?] 
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[What is the testimony of your life?  Having heard the witness concerning Jesus, having a 

knowledge of the Savior, what does your life and walk reveal?  Does it reveal repentance 

and submission, or does it reveal rebellion and rejection?] 

  

[Are you working in the Father's vineyard?] 
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