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The Kingdom of Heaven 

The Power Of Biblical Faith 

Matt 21.17-22 
 

A. Faith Defined (vs 21) - Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto 

you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, . . . 

1. Secular Faith (Heb 11.1) – Our world has a definition for the word Faith.  

You must understand that our world’s common definition for faith is not the 

Faith spoken of in the Word of God. 

Illustration – Speaking to a young adult about faith.  When asked she said, 

“Faith is believing in what you cannot see.”  Many hold this position.  They 

come up with this definition from Hebrews 11.1 in most modern translations 

of the Bible 

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we do not see.  

 

Hebrews 11:1 (KJB) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen.  
 

Some people quickly disregard the King James Bible and turn to the Modern 

Translations.  Notice how in the NIV the Substance and Evidence of the 

Word of God are changed to  “Being Sure” and “Certain.”  There is a reason 

why God commands that we should never change to the Word of God. 

The Be Sure or Certain points toward our feelings or emotions while the 

Substance and Evidence are things that are rock solid in spite of ourselves. 

In say that our faith is believing in something we cannot see we are making 

faith an matter of our ability to believe in something.  Hence someone might 

say, 

“If I can just have enough faith” or “If I can just really believe in this.”  It is 

like saying “If I can just convince myself that this is really true, then I will 

be set to go.”   
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This secular type of faith has permeated almost all of Christendom.  But it is 

wrong.  It is very wrong and is not what God states at all about fait h. 

As a matter of context and fact Hebrew 11 is not 

meant to be a definition of faith at all.  Hebrews 

11 tells us what Biblical Faith can do; even in 

verse one.  True Biblical faith gives 

“Substance” to the things I hope for.  We hope 

for, 

• Heaven, God declaration about heaven gives substance to heaven. 

• Our Resurrection, God declaration about our coming resurrection 

gives substance to that resurrection. 

True Biblical Faith also provides the “Evidence” of things I have never seen.  

I have never seen, 

• Jesus Christ yet I know that He is because of my Faith. 

• The Holy Spirit, yet I know that He is because of my Faith. 

Faith provides a rock solid Evidence of a multitude of things I have never 

seen. 

Secular Faith says “If you can just believe it.”   

Biblical Faith says, “It is so.” 

2. Biblical Faith (Rom 4.19-21) – What is Biblical Faith? 

In Romans God defines Biblical Faith by revealing the incredibly strong 

faith of Abraham. 

Romans 4:19-21 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own 

body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the 

deadness of Sara's womb: 20   He staggered not at the promise of God 

through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21  And being 

fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 
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Notice, 

• The Strength of Abraham’s Faith (vs 20) – He staggered not . . . but 

was strong in faith, giving glory to God . . . 

 

• The Source of Abraham’s Faith (vs 20-

21) – at the Promise of God . . . And being 

fully persuaded that, what he had 

promised, he was able also to perform 

 

Notice that Abraham had received a promise 

from God, that is the Word of God, and he 

knew that God would do what He said He 

would do. 

 

From this we understand that Biblical Faith is, 

 

• Receiving A Word from God 

• Trusting (believing) what God has said 

• Acting on what God has said 

Notice that Biblical faith, the Faith God talks about is based on the Word of 

God. 

Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 

God. 

When people say, “If I can just really believe something” of “If my faith is 

strong enough” they are not necessarily basing their faith on what God has 

said.  True Biblical Faith is Substantial and Evidence because whatever God 

has said is true and can be fully trusted. 

So in our text when our Lord says, “. . . If ye have faith, and doubt not, . . .(vs 

21)”  He is Not saying if you can just feel strongly enough about something.  

What our Lord is saying is if your Heavenly Father has said He will do 

something then he will do it. 
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B. Faith and Believing God (vs 22) – And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 

prayer, believing, ye shall receive. – Many people would pluck this verse out of 

the context of the Word of God and try to act upon it as it stands alone.  The 

would think if I can just really believe that God is going to do something, then 

God will do it.  If I can really believe, 

• That God wants me to have this brand new car, 

then . . . 

• That God wants me to have this new job and 

make lots of money, then . . . 

• That God will heal this sick person that I am 

praying for, then . . . 

They are trying to convince themselves that God will do whatever they want 

Him to do. 

God reveals what He is going to do and what His will is in the Word of God. 

When it comes to asking God in prayer, He says, 

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 

any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15  And if we know that he hear 

us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of 

him.  

 

This is the best counsel you will ever receive on asking for things from God.   If 

you are asking in keeping with the will of God then God will hear and respond. 

You see we need to sift our understanding of any part of the Word of God 

through the whole revelation of God.  Search the Scripture and know the whole 

truth of God. 

Our Lord said, 

Matthew 21:22  And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 

shall receive. 
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This is not a speculative believing it is the factual believing of knowing that 

God has said He is going to do something. 

If God has said he is going to move a certain mountain then I can fully believe 

God will move that mountain and I can pray for that.  The way most approach 

this statement of our Lord is the speculative I’m going to pray for something, 

but deep down inside I Don’t really know if God is going to do this thing. 

Remember Biblical Faith is, 

• Receiving A Word from God 

• Trusting (believing) what God has said 

• Acting on what God has said 

Christian, do you know the Word of God?   

Do you have Biblical Faith? 

You cannot have true Biblical Faith apart from the Word of God!  Therefore 

you need to love, and deeply desire the Word of God. 

C. A Powerful Christian Faith and Walk  

Matthew 21:21-22 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If 

ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig 

tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou 

cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22  And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 

prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 

To live out your Christian Journey according to the will and plan of God is to 

walk with a full understanding of the whole Word of God.  When you Study the 

Word of God with deep desire to understand the revelation of God you will gain 

confidence about what God is doing in an given situation at any given time in 

God’s unfolding plan. 

You will then, 

• Know how you ought to pray in any given circumstance 
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• Know what you ought to say, or not say in any given circumstance.  

There are many times when silence is the best choice of words. 

• Know what to expect from any given set of circumstnaces. 

Apart from the Word of God all you have is this worlds human, 

• Speculation 

• Assumption 

• Presumption  

There is nothing more powerful for a Christian than that he,  

2 Corinthians 5:7  . . . walk by faith, not by sight . . . 

 

In Closing 

• What kind of Faith marks you life and walk?  Secular Faith or Biblical Faith. 

• True Biblical Faith is, 

o Receiving A Word from God 

o Trusting (believing) what God has said 

o Acting on what God has said 

• Is the Word of God the foundation for your 

Faith?  If you do not know the Word of God 

you can not develop faith from the Word of 

God 

Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

• True Biblical Faith must begin with one’s 

salvation. 
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