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The Kingdom Of Heaven 

The King of Peace 

Matt 21.1-11 

(cf Luke 19.28-40, Mark 11.1-11, John 12.12-19) 

  

A. His Mission (Matt 21.1-6; Luke 19.28-40) 

  

1. A Mission of Mercy (vs 5; Lam 3.22-23; Rev 19.11-16) - "Thy king cometh 

unto thee, meek . . ." - Coming in peace, bringing mercy. 

  

He comes riding upon a donkey symbolizing peace. 

  

God does not desire to be the agent of judgment in your life, He would 

rather be the agent of love, forgiveness, and peace for your life. 

  

Lament. 3:22-23 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, 

because his compassions fail not. 23They are new every morning: great is 

thy faithfulness.  

  

2. A Mission Misunderstood (vs 8-9; Rev 19.11-16) – And a very great 

multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from 

the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9  And the multitudes that went 

before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 

highest. 

  

Israel was expecting and looking for a conquering king to deliver them, not a 

suffering savior to redeem them. 

  

Were He coming to conquer, He would have ridden an experienced and 

strong stallion. 

  

One day He will come in authority, to conquer (Rev 19.11-16). 

  

Rev. 19:11-16 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 

that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 

doth judge and make war. 12His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his 

head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but 

he himself. 13And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his 
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name is called The Word of God. 14And the armies which were in heaven 

followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 

15And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the 

nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 

winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16And he hath on 

his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 

OF LORDS.  

  

What are you expecting in Jesus.   

 

Many expect deliverance - they come 

seeking what they can get.   

 

Few come expecting a Lord willing to give 

themselves to him. 

 

3. A Mission Maligned (Luke 19.14; John 1.11) - His mission was rejected 

with indignant hostility.  

  

Luke 19:14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, 

We will not have this man to reign over us.  

  

Israel would not accept His offer.  He was willfully rejected. 

  

John 1:11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  

  

B. His Message. 

  

1. A Message of Providence (Matt 21.4-5; Zech 9.9) - He was one sent. He 

was prophesied. 

  

Matthew 21:4-5 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophet, saying, 5Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy 

King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of 

an ass.  

  

Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 

Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 

salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.  
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He came in the name of the Lord. 

He came as the King 

  

2. A Message of Provision (Zech 9.9; John 

3.16; Rom 5.8) - He came with a divine 

message. 

  

Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of 

Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 

behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, 

and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon 

an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.  

  

Salvation to every willing person. 

  

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

  

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

  

3. A Message of Prosperity (John 10.10; Luke 19.41-42) - Jesus offered the 

best that one could hope to receive from life, an abounding life. 

  

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: 

I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 

abundantly.  

  

Luke 19:41-42 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept 

over it, 42Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, 

the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine 

eyes.  

  

C. The Multitudes - Those around Him. 

  

1. The Responders (vs 6) - "and the disciples went, and did as Jesus 

commanded them." - The obedient. 

  

Those that would hear Him and obey Him. 
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It is wonderful to respond to our Savior. 

  

2. The Rejoicers (vs 8-9) - "And a very great multitude spread their garments 

in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in 

the way. 9And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, 

saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name 

of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest" - Those that misunderstood. 

  

Those that saw Him coming, were watching 

for the promised deliverer, and misunderstood 

what Jesus was doing. 

  

These that were caught up in this enthusiastic 

moment will cry again in just four more days, 

but they will cry,  "crucify him, crucify him." 

  

It is tragic to misunderstand what God is 

doing, and fail to join Him in His work. 

  

3. The Rejecters (vs 10-11) - "And when he was 

come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 11And the 

multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee"  - The 

religious leaders and the self-righteous. 

  

Those that saw Him, and understood Him, yet refused to accept Him. 

  

It is horrifying to attempt to force human standards and conditions upon 

Almighty- God. 

  

D. The Motivation (Luke 19.41-42) - "And when he was come near, he beheld the 

city, and wept over it, 42Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this 

thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 

thine eyes."  - His heart revealed. 

  

1. His Passion (vs 41) - "And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and 

wept over it." 
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Even now God is looking upon you.  In your rejection, rebellion, and sin, He 

is looking upon you with all of His passion. 

  

2.  Their Perception (vs 42) -  ". . . If thou hadst known, at least in this thy day, 

the things which belong unto thy peace! . . ." 

  

God wants you to know Him, His love, and His peace today! 
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