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The Kingdom Of Heaven 

Striving For Greatness 
Matthew 20.20-29 

cf. Mark 10.35-45 

[Is there something wrong with striving for greatness?  Should a Christian seek to 

be the best that he or she can be in the sight of our Lord?  Indeed, that is what is in 

view in our text today.  James and John come to our Lord and ask to be seated at 

our Lord’s right hand and left hand in His eternal kingdom.  This is a request born 

of our human desire and aspirations for greatness.  If we are repulsed by James and 

John’s request, as the other disciples were, then it is likely that we are repulsed 

because we feel that one of those seats belongs to us.]   

[Clearly, I have sacrificed more for our Lord than they did.  I have served with 

more diligence than they.  I have shown more dedication than they.  I have served 

with more fervor than they.  Or have you?] 

[I wonder how many Christians actually strive for the kind of greatness in view in 

James and John’s request?  I think we would have to admit that most of us do not 

strive as they did.  We have not sacrificed our jobs and the security of our income 

for Christ.  We have not sacrificed our families for Christ.  We have not sacrificed 

our comforts or luxuries for Christ.  We have not given our bodies and lives for 

Christ.  Both James and John would be severely persecuted for their service and 

ministry toward our Lord.  How about us?] 

[In our text these two brothers come seeking positions of recognition and great 

authority in our Lord’s kingdom.  They come seeking the greatness that will 

accompany great service for our Lord.  They are striving for greatness.] 

[Should a Christian strive for greatness?] 

[The New Testament declares,] 

[Hebrews 12:1-3 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great 

a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 

easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that endured such 

contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 

minds. ] 

Heb 12.1 

1 Cor 9.24 
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[Run the eternal race and do not faint or grow weary.] 

[1 Corinthians 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 

receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. ] 

[Run to win your eternal rewards,] 

[Revelation 3:11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 

man take thy crown. ] 

[Run so as to win your eternal crowns.] 

[My Christian friends, these verses and many others like them that permeate the 

Word of God call out to us and encourage us to Run to Win, to Strive for 

Greatness, to prepare ourselves for the soon appearing of our Lord and Savior and 

to faint not while we watch and wait.] 

[Are you striving for Greatness?  Have you set your heart and mind for the soon 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ?  Has your zeal or passion faltered?  Are you 

running this race with fervent desire?  Where are you in your Christian Journey?] 

In our text we discover, 

A. The Pursuit Of Greatness (vs 20-21; Matthew 22.37-39; John 14.15; Gal 

6.2) [– Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, 

worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. 21  And he said unto her, 

What wilt thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the 

one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.] 

[You need to know that there is nothing wrong with striving for greatness with 

our Lord.  But understand also that to strive for greatness with our Lord is not 

like striving for greatness in this corrupt world.] 

[Our world teaches us that if we would be great,] 

•        [We must be willing to do whatever it takes to be great.  Even if it requires 

sin and debauchery.] 

•        [We must be willing to trample over our fellow man.  “It’s a dog eat dog 

world out there.”] 

•        [We must be willing to steal and lie.] 

Rev 3.11 
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[Our Lord teaches us that if we would be eternally great,] 

•        [We must Love and obey our Lord Jesus 

Christ] 

[Matthew 22:37-38  Jesus said unto him, Thou 

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 

This is the first and great commandment. ] 

[John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. ] 

•        [We must love our fellowman, even our enemies] 

[Matthew 22:39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 

as thyself.]  

•        [We must bear one another’s burdens ] 

[Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 

Christ.] 

•        [We must be a humble and submissive servants of all men] 

[Mark 10:43-44 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be 

great among you, shall be your minister: 44 And whosoever of you will be 

the chiefest, shall be servant of all. ] 

•        [We must be a Great Commission Christian reaching the lost and discipling 

the saved (Matt 28.18-20).] 

 [Greatness in our world is remarkably different from the eternal kingdom 

greatness that will last forever to come.] 

B. The Passion Of  Greatness (vs 22-23; Col 3.2; Matt 6.19-21) [- But Jesus 

answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup 

that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 

with? They say unto him, We are able. 23  And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink 

indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but 

to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given 

to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. – With the pursuit of greatness in 
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our Lord’s Kingdom there must come a great passion and persuasion that 

greatness in our Lord’s presence is worth the price that it requires.]  

[Are you passionate about hearing our Lord 

say, “Well done my good and faithful 

servant?”  Or are there other things that drive 

you, worldly things that are of little eternal value.] 

 [The New Testament declares,] 

[Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things 

above, not on things on the earth. ] 

[Our Lord said,] 

[Matthew 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 

and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 

and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure 

is, there will your heart be also. ] 

[Folks, what is in your heart?  What is it that has assumed the throne of your 

heart and life?  What is it that you are passionate about?] 

[James and John were passionate about eternity to come and, trust me when I 

say, our Lord wants us to be passionate about His everlasting Kingdom.] 

[Notice our Lord’s first response to James and John,] 

[Matthew 20:22  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. . . .] 

[Our Lord is saying, “There are great sacrifices and suffering that accompany 

great eternal stature in our Lord’s Kingdom.  Do you realize what you are 

seeking?  Can you bear the cup of suffering that I will suffer?”] 

[Notice James and John’s response to our Lord,]  

[Matthew 20:22  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye 

able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism 

that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.] 

[And our Lord went on the say, in so many words, “. . . you will indeed.”] 
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[What must a disciple of our Lord do to gain honor with our Lord in His 

coming kingdom? (Five things come to mind)] 

1.     A Disciple Must Stand (Eph 6.11,13; 1 Cor 

16.13) 

 [Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of 

God, that ye may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil.]  

 

[Ephesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. ] 

[1 Corinthians 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, 

be strong. ] 

[It takes great inner fortitude and spiritual strength to stand for our 

Lord. His Word, and His kingdom.] 

2.     A Disciple Must Sacrifice (Matt 16.24-25; Luke 14.26-27) 

[Matthew 16:24-25 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 

after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For 

whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 

my sake shall find it. ] 

[Luke 14:26-27 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, 

and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, 

he cannot be my disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 

come after me, cannot be my disciple.]  

[There will be great mortal sacrifices to stand for our Lord, His Word, 

and His Kingdom.] 

3.     A Disciple Must Suffer (vs 23) 

[Matthew 20:23  And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, 

and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my 

right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them 

for whom it is prepared of my Father.] 
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[There will be Suffering while standing for our Lord, His Word, and His 

Kingdom.]  

4.     A Disciple Must Serve (vs 25-28)  

 [Matthew 20:25-28 But Jesus called them 

unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes 

of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, 

and they that are great exercise authority 

upon them. 26  But it shall not be so among 

you: but whosoever will be great among you, 

let him be your minister; 27  And whosoever 

will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28  Even as the Son of 

man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 

ransom for many.] 

[There must be Servitude while standing for our Lord, His Word, and 

His Kingdom.] 

5.     A Disciple Must Strive [– Anyone who will see honor in our Lord’s 

coming kingdom must passionately strive for such honor.   Not a worldly 

honor, but a God honoring honor.] 

[There must be Strong Fortitude (a Striving) while serving our Lord, 

His Word, and His Kingdom.] 

[Are you passionate about striving for honor in our Lord’s coming 

kingdom?] 

C. The Problem Hindering Greatness (vs 24) [- And when the ten heard it, they 

were moved with indignation against the two brethren. – When you become 

passionate about striving for promotion and glory in eternity to come many 

around you will be displeased with you.] 

•        [Some will think you are taking their honor away from them – But there 

is enough honor in our Lord’s Kingdom for everyone.] 

•        [Some will be deeply convicted by your passion, because they are lacking 

passion in themselves.] 
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•        [Some will despise your spiritual passion, because they can have no 

spiritual passion of their own; because they have never been born again.] 

[Notice that our Lord does not rebuke James 

and John for their pursuit of eternal 

promotion and glory.  Instead our Lord simply 

explains how to pursue and find such honor.  The 

way to eternal glory in our Lord’s eternal 

Kingdom is through ministry and sacrificial 

service.] 

 [If you would find glory in heaven to come you 

must,] 

•        [First be born again, you must enter God’s 

kingdom.] 

•        [Love and serve God with great persuasion and passion.] 

[There is a very important understanding that we must all grasp in this pursuit 

of eternal greatness in our Lord’s kingdom.] 

• [We will not sit on our Lord’s right hand or left hand in his eternal kingdom.  

Why?  Because that has already be determined by God and is revealed in His 

eternal Word.  These are the Two olive trees in Old Testament Prophecy, 

which are the two prophets of the Tribulation.  Most likely Moses and 

Elijah.] 

 

• [There is plenty of greatness to be had in eternity to come (heaven).  We can 

all achieve greatness.  We all have the opportunity to gain all five crowns, 

all seven Privileges, and all of the many rewards to be had in Heaven.  Most 

will have many but not all rewards.  Some will not have any rewards, they 

will suffer loss because they did not strive.  But all have equal opportunity to 

achieve greatness.] 

 

• [We must avoid worldly jealousy and must help each other to succeed in 

every way possible.  The idea that only one can win is a worldly corrupt 

Jealousy.  We can all achieve greatness in our Lord’s Kingdom.  Bearing 

one another’s burdens is to help each other gain every possible victory.] 
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[The Problem hindering true Greatness in our Lord’s Kingdom is the selfish idea 

that only one can be truly great and that one must be me.  This is the corrupt mortal 

idea of this lost world and its darkness.  The Truth is that everyone in our Lord’s 

kingdom can achieve greatness.  Those who have realized and accepted this eternal 

principle will find it easy to help others to succeed and achieve greatness too.] 

[You will know the true greatness of the Servant Greatness of our Lord’s eternal 

greatness when you accept that all can achieve greatness in our Lord’s eternal 

Kingdom.] 
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