
Practical Christianity

The Law Of Liberty
James 2.8-13

As we began our journey through James, the first book of the New Testament to be 

penned, We discovered,

• Diverse Temptations 

• Source of Godly Wisdom – The Word of God

• How to Conquer Temptation 

• We need to Welcome the Word of God into our lives
• Not to be respectors of persons

So, much is revealed to every Christian as they begin to walk in Their Christian Journey.

Read Our Text

Our text today calls our attention to the Whole Law of God,

James 2:10 - For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 

guilty of all.

It appears to call us to “Keep the whole law” and if we offend in one point we are guilty 

of breaking all of the law.

The point is simple and clear.  If we break the law of God in any way then we are a law 

breaker.  

Notice also,

James 2:8 - If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself, ye do well:

Notice that our text calls the 2nd Great Commandment the “royal law.”  Reminding us 

that love is the fulfilling of the law (Rom 13.10).

A.  Law Breakers

As born again Christians we all know that we are sinners, the Word of God states 

loud and clear,
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Romans 3:10 - As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned, and come short

of the glory of God;

Sin is simply offending God which would be

breaking the law or breaking the revealed Word of

God.

We are all Sinners!  We might as well say it out loud.  Say, “I am a sinner.”  Go 

ahead say it good and loud. “I am a sinner.”

People may hesitate to say such out loud. To admit I am a sinner has the 

connotation of guilt associated with it and guilt carries a coming judgment with it 

and none of us like to think that we deserve any kind of Judgment.  We especially 

do not like to associate ourselves with God’s coming eternal judgment in the Lake

of Fire and brimstone for all eternity to come.  We call this “Hell.”

So we feel much better not to utter those words out loud.

However, for born again Christians those words while still grave are not as heavy 

or condemning to us.  Not because we are not sinners, but because we are 

forgiven sinners who have been washed by the divine blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, GLORY TO GOD!

1 John 1:5–7 - This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare 

unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we 

have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7But 

if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

What is this light we walk in?  

Psalm 119:105 - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

It is wonderful to know without any doubt that you ARE a sinner and you ARE a 

sinner forgiven and saved by the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ on 

Calvary’s Cross.  Amen!
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For the lost, unsaved, person to say those words, I am a sinner takes on a whole 

different connotation.  However to refuse to say those words changes nothing.  

You are still a sinner and you need to be saved.

Yet, our text is written to born again Christians and it

is a clear and loud reminder that you can still be a law

breaker after you have been truly born again.

James 2:10 - For whosoever shall keep the whole

law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

Notice,

James 2:8–9 - If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love 

thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit

sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.

Then Consider,

James 2:11 - For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. 

Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of

the law.

Folks, it does not matter what part of the law you break, you are a lawbreaker 

when you sin against God.  The respector of persons of verse 9 is just as guilty as 

the murderer of verse 11.

You are simply a lawbreaker and lawbreakers will receive their just recompense 

whether saved or lost.

Every born again Christian will be judged at the judgment seat of Christ,

2 Corinthians 5:10–11 - For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that 

he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 11Knowing therefore the terror of the 

Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are 

made manifest in your consciences.
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Many Christians wrongly think it is okay to commit some small sins after they are

saved.  In their mind all their sins are forgiven and they won’t have to worry about

those small sins with God. Sins are only small in your mind.

Yet we know that we will be judged for even the bad that we do, that would be 

any transgressions of the law at the judgment seat of Christ.  Many Christians 

refuse to believe this Word of God fact.

Consider,

Matthew 22:1 - And Jesus answered and spake unto

them again by parables, and said,

Matthew 22:8–13 - Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they 

which were bidden were not worthy. 9Go ye therefore into the highways, and as 

many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10So those servants went out into the 

highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: 

and the wedding was furnished with guests. 11And when the king came in to see 

the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12And he 

saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment?

And he was speechless. 13Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 

foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be

weeping and gnashing of teeth.

This is the marriage supper of the Lamb.  This one person is there with no 

wedding garment.  What are these wedding garments?

Isaiah 61:10 - I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my 

God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me 

with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, 

and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

Revelation 7:13–14 - And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 

these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 14And I said unto

him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great 

tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb.

Revelation 19:8 - And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,

clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
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These robes are the “righteousness of the saints.”  This one at the marriage supper 

without a garment is a born again Christian who did not make himself ready. He

was satisfied to be saved and just did as HE pleased and arrive with no 

righteousness to wear.  He never adorned himself as the Bride of Christ.  He made

no preparations for this marriage.

This is to live a law breaking life after one is

saved.

The Judgment declared for this robe-less child of

God will be executed during the millennial reign of

Christ.

Are you a born again Christian who is pleased to live as a law breaker?  Be 

careful, your payday is coming.

Notice that there is a difference between,

• A Cleansed and Prepared child of God

• A Presumptuous and law breaking child of God

B.  The Law of Liberty

James 2:12 - So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of 

liberty.

We all understand that as born again Christians we sin from time to time.  

Sometimes we stumble and sin, other times we just have a time of spiritual 

weakness and we just sin.  When we do sin the truly wise thing to do is to just 

admit that we just chose to sin.  

Be quick to admit that God, your Heavenly Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ 

never chuckles at sin and lawlessness.  Sin is serious business with God. 

1 John 2:1–2 - My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 

And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous: 2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also 

for the sins of the whole world.
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1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Get this down loud and clear in your mind, God’s

will is that you “Sin Not!”  When you do sin you are

a law breaker.

God is gracious and will forgive your sin if you will 

confess your sin.  Confessing your sin is not just

asking Jesus to forgive you and you continue in your sin.  Confessing your sin 

includes repentance and your strong desire to not commit that sin again.  It is a 

turning away from that sin.  To Confess is the agree with, in this case to agree 

with God concerning sin.  God says “Sin Not.”

Notice in our text, 

James 2:12 - So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of 

liberty.

We will be judged by the law of liberty.  What is the Law of liberty?

James 1:19–25 - Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,

slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20For the wrath of man worketh not the 

righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of 

naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to 

save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like 

unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and 

goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But 

whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 

not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 

deed.

The Law of Liberty is the engrafted (living) Word of God.  It is this King James 

Bible and all that is contained therein.

The whole point of this text is that you do not get to make up what the law of God

is or is not.  The law of liberty is the Word of God. 

When God says,
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• Sexual Immorality is Sin.  How do you respond?

Hebrews 13:4 - Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 

whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

• Don’t forsake the assembly of the Church

(Heb 10.25-26)  How do you respond?

Hebrews 10:25–26 - Not forsaking the

assembling of ourselves together, as the

manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye

see the day approaching. 26For if we sin wilfully after that we have received

the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

• Don’t change my Word (Deut 4.2, 12.32; Rev 22.18; Psalm 12.6; Prov 

30.5-6; Psalm 119.89-90).  How do you respond?

Proverbs 30:5–6 - Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that 

put their trust in him. 6Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, 

and thou be found a liar.

Deuteronomy 4:2 - Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, 

neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the 

commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

• Don’t be a respector of persons (Our Text, James 2).  How do you respond?

The way you discover righteousness, and put on the righteousness of God, which 

will be the glorious robes we will wear at the marriage supper of the Lamb, is to 

get into this Law of Liberty and make the Word of God your guide in your 

life.

Psalm 119:105 - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

It is the Word God that becomes the Law of Liberty for you.  As you welcome the 

Word of God into your heart and life it will become a Word of Deliverance for 

you making it a Law of Liberty to you.

Hence our text, 
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James 2:12 - So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of 

liberty.

If you want to be prepared for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, having on God’s 

expected Glorious Robe of righteousness, and want to hear Christ say, “Well done

my good and faithful servant” then you must stand in God’s perfect Law of 

Liberty.

C.  Your Preparation

Revelation 21:2 - And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Are you prepared to stand in front of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Judgment Seat 

of Christ?

Will you wear a Robe of Righteousness at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb?

Or are you living as a Christian Lawbreaker and continuing in your lawlessness?

What parts of the Word of God are you willing to ignore for some worldly reason?

Those seemingly small things to you may be what makes you into a Law Breaker 

when you stand before our Lord.

Are you prepared as a Bride adorned for her bridegroom?  If you answer yes then 

you cannot live your Christian Journey as a Law Breaker!

Are you continuing in the Perfect Law of Liberty!?

CrossRoads Baptist Church, Sept 4, 2022
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