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The Kingdom of Heaven 

A Great Commission Christian 

Matt 28.16-20 
  

[What does it take for a Church to be a Great Commission Church?] 

  

[It would be wrong to assume that just because you are in a Church building and 

sitting in a Church service that the Church is a Great Commission Church.  Just 

being a Church does not make a Church a Great Commission Church any more 

than being in a garage makes one a car.]   

  

[I had two dogs that pretty much lived in my garage.  They had access to the 

garage through a dog door provided in the exterior door of the garage.  However, 

the fact that those dogs spent so much time in the garage, possibly more time than 

our cars, did not make those dogs into cars; nor did it turn the garage into a dog 

house.] 

  

[In order for a Church to be a Great Commission Church the people in the Church 

will have to be Great Commission Christians.  So, today we will discover what 

the Bible reveals about being Great Commission Christians.] 

  

Five Essentials Of A Great Commission Christian.   

 

A Great Commission Christian must be, 

  

A. Positioned to be Used (vs 16)  [- Availability - Then the eleven disciples went 

away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.  - Be 

where God wants you to be.] 

 

[Galilee was at least five days journey from Jerusalem.  This must have 

occurred 20-35 days after the resurrection.] 

  

[“The last recorded appearance of Jesus in Jerusalem was eight days after the 

resurrection, when Thomas saw the resurrected Lord for the first time (John 

20:26). The journey from Jerusalem to Galilee would have taken about a week, 

and after they arrived there some of the disciples went fishing, during which 

time the Lord appeared to them again, providing a catch too heavy to haul into 

the boat. Then, after having breakfast with them, Jesus asked Peter three times 

about his love for Him and gave the commission to feed His sheep (John 21:1-

17). That event would have occurred at least fifteen days after the resurrection 

1 Cor 12.13 
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and probably closer to twenty. Because Jesus ascended from the Mount of 

Olives in the presence of the disciples, they had to take another week to travel 

back to Jerusalem. And because Jesus' post-resurrection appearances covered 

a total of forty days (Acts 1:3), His giving of the Great Commission on the 

Galilean mountainside would have had to occur sometime between twenty and 

thirty-five days after His resurrection.”
1
]  

  

[Yet, they were where our Lord asked them to 

be.  They were willing to be available.  Hence, 

they could be used.] 

  

[If we are to be used by our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, then we must be willing to position 

ourselves in the place where He directs us to 

be.] 

  

[For the Apostles and those there with them they had to make the journey to 

Galilee.] 

  

[Essential - For Christians today they must be in the body of Christ, for that 

is where our Lord Jesus Christ places His people (1 Cor 12.13,18)] 

  

[1 Cor. 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body [The Local 

Church], whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 

have been all made to drink into one Spirit. ] 

  

[1 Cor. 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body 

[The Local Church], as it hath pleased him. ] 

  

[Christians cannot neglect the Body of Christ, the New Testament Church, 

and be positioned to be used by God, for the Church is the place where God 

equips, sends and uses His faithful saints.] 

  

B.  Persuaded to be Used (Matt 28.17-18) [- Worship - And when they saw him, 

they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
18 

 And Jesus came and spake unto 

them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. – If you are 

persuaded to be a Great Commission Christian then you will have an 

unhindered focus upon Jesus Christ, and a willingness to be obedient.] 

                                                             
1
 —MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The; Matt 28.16-20 
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[Contemporary Worship has become something other than what biblical 

worship teaches us to be.  Worship for many today is,] 

  

• [An emotional expression of a deep inner 

feeling.] 

  

• [Expressed through song and praise.]  

  

• [Thanksgiving and adoration.] 

  

[Biblical Worship, including that expressed in 

this passage, was, ] 

  

• [The giving of homage to one of greater authority and power, only our 

Lord Jesus Christ. ]  

  

• [The yielding of one to the complete authority of our Lord.] 

  

• [The surrender of oneself to our Lord and was ultimately expressed 

by obedience.] 

  

[In Jesus day one would come to their king, bow in worship, and hear and 

obey the will and direction of their king.] 

  

[Biblical worship is the act of yielding oneself wholly to Jesus Christ, Lord 

of Lord’s and King of Kings.] 

  

[The Distraction of doubt (vs17) – “. . . but some doubted.”] 

  

[This simple phrase is a testimony to the accuracy and veracity of the scriptural 

account.  For who would record something that might stand in opposition to 

their cause if they were willing to lie for their cause.  The biblical writers were 

faithful to record all that the Holy Spirit directed them to write.] 

  

[There were some present, when the Great Commission was given, that 

doubted.  At least at first.  These doubters were most likely not of the eleven 

Apostles for the Apostles had already seen, talked with, and handled Jesus; their 
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doubts were already gone.  These were mostly likely other people who were 

present in Galilee when Jesus appeared.] 

  

[It is likely that when Jesus approached and spoke all of their doubts were 

dispelled.  However, there is the possibility that some may have continued to 

doubt. ]  

  

[Notice that those who worshipped did so in 

spite of these doubters. When you come into 

the presence of the Lord, when you are 

positioned properly, surrender yourself to His 

will in worship.]  

  

[Empty Altars - I have notice the tendency in 

worship services for the Altar to remain empty.  Why is this?  Are Christians 

worried about the comments of the doubters?  Is Christ here in this worship 

service this morning?  If He is not then we might as well go home now.  If He 

is, and if you will hear from him, then shouldn’t we bow before Him in 

worship?  This Altar is all about yielding and surrender in worship.  Will you 

bow before him, or do you doubt?] 

  

[Christ faithfully gave His commission in spite of their doubts.  The Faithful of 

our Lord need not be overly concerned about those that doubt around them.  We 

just need to kneel in worship and surrender to our Lord willingly receiving 

His direction for us.] 

  

C.  Primed  to be Used (Matt 28.18; John 5.22; Acts 2.36; Philip 2.9-11; 1 Cor 

15.28; Zech 4.6; Psalm 20.7) [– Submission – . . . All power is given unto me 

in heaven and in earth.] 

  

[All the Powers - A mail carrier once said; "I have the greatest sense of 

security in delivering the mail. All the resources of the government are pledged 

to support me in carrying out my work. If I have only one small post card in my 

bag, no man dares to molest me in its delivery. All the police powers of the 

United States would be thrown into action, if necessary, to secure the safe 

delivery of that post card. That led me to think about what Jesus said when He 

spoke the words of the Great Commission: ". . . All power is given unto me in 

heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost . . . and, lo, I am 
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with you always . . ." (Matt. 28:18–20)
2
 

  

[Jesus statement reveals His absolute sovereign Lordship, and calls for the 

submission of those hearing Him.] 

  

[In the Bible Jesus demonstrated His 

authority over:] 

  

• [Disease and sickness (Matt. 4:23; 9:35)] 

• [Demons (Matt 4:24; 8:32; 12:22)]  

• [Deceit and sin (Matt 9:6)] 

• [Death (Mark 5:41-42; John 11:43-44)] 

  

[The Heavenly-Father declares the Authority of 

Christ when He says:] 

  

[John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 

unto the Son: ] 

  

[Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 

made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.] 

  

[Philip. 2:9-11 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 

name which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 

earth; 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. ] 

  

[Jesus statement also reveals the only available power for the Apostles and 

disciples to succeed.] 

  

[They would not be able to accomplish the commission by their own strength or 

ability.] 

  

[Zech. 4:6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the 

LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 

saith the LORD of hosts. ] 

  
                                                             
2
 —Bible Illustrations 

Zech 4.6 
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[Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember 

the name of the LORD our God. ] 

   

[Our only hope of building God’s kingdom God’s 

way is through the authority and power of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  This authority is 

only available through complete submission to 

His omnipotent power.] 

  

[We are primed for success as God’s people in 

God’s kingdom when we fully submit to the 

authority and power of Christ over us.] 

  

D.  Purposed to be Used (Matt 28.19-20) [– Obedience – Go ye therefore, and 

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: . . .] 

  

[Christ provided a five part command that led the Apostles, disciples, and will 

lead our Church to fulfill our Lord’s purposes for His kingdom.  The 

Command includes,] 

  

• [Personal Action – Go ye] 

• [Profound Vision – To all Nations] 

• [Pronounced Presentation – Teach all nations – The gospel 

presentation.] 

• [Public Profession – Baptizing them – The outward evidence of an inner 

conversion.  I their day one hazarded his life in baptism.] 

• [Proliferating Education – Discipleship leading to a transformed life.] 

  

[The truth of all soul-winning is that where there is no plan in place, where 

there is no purpose nothing happens.  A Church who’s people have no clear 

purpose for winning the lost will indeed win none.  ] 

  

[Since the Churches purpose and plan is that of the people I find I must ask 

you,] 

  

[What is your plan for winning to the lost?  Do you have one?] 
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[When was the last time you prayed and asked God to give you an opportunity 

to witness?] 

  

[If God gives you that opportunity are you prepared to share the Gospel?  What 

is your plan?  Having no plan reveals no real purpose.] 

  

[Our Church will only be a Great Commission Church if our members are 

Great Commission Christians.  Without Great Commission Christians a 

Church can claim to be a Great Commission Church as much as it likes, but it 

will still only be a lukewarm, Laodicean Church, that in the end will do nothing 

of our Lord.] 

  

[A Great Commission Church member is one who will:] 

  

• [Purpose to be a Great Commission Christian.  Desire] 

 

• [Prepare to help their Church be a Great Commission Church. Preparation] 

  

• [Persevere to be a Great Commission Church Member.  When something 

doesn’t go the way they expected or wanted they do quit or give up.] 

  

• [Perceive the world vision of the Great Commission.  Too many Churches 

are focused inwardly rather than outwardly, because their members are more 

worried about themselves rather than the world.  While it is important for a 

Church to minister to its members in their times of need, it is equally 

important for the churches member to maintain a biblical world view.] 

  

CrossRoads Baptist Church has written into its constitution that we will strive to be 

a Great Commission Church.  We will only be a Great Commission Church if our 

members are Great Commission Christians. 

 

Are you a Great Commission Christian? 
  

 

 

 

 
CrossRoads Baptist Church, October 11, 2020 
CrossRoads Baptist Church, January 8, 2006   
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