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Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 
Col 3.12-17 

 

Last week we look at the fact that when we are born again there are things we need 

to put off and things we need to put on.  Just as if we were changing our clothes.  

Just take the old defiled garments off and put the new glorious garments on. 

What do we need to put on? 

It is important for every Born-Again Christian to understand the important first 

step that will help him develop in his Christian Journey, this is to develop a deep 

yearning love for the Word of God. 

1 Peter 2:2  As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 

grow thereby: 

Developing a Christian Character is dependent on your Love and desire for the 

Word of God.  One cannot grow spiritually without the Word of God, this King 

James Bible.  This is the all-important first step in developing a Christian 

Character or becoming Christ like. 

What should the Children of our Lord look and act like? 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind (vs 10) - And have put on the new man, which is 

renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: – Don’t think 

like you used to think anymore.  Develop a renewed mind.  Put On a new way 

of thinking. 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 

your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 

good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

 

The first step in developing a solid Godly Christian Journey is to transform the 

way you think.  One needs to strive to develop a Biblical mindset based on the 

will, plan, and way of God.   

Rom 12.1-2 
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The Word of God needs to guide us into a new way of thinking about things. 

 

Psalm 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed 

thereto according to thy word.  

 

Psalm 119:11  Thy word have I hid in mine 

heart, that I might not sin against thee.  

 

Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my 

feet, and a light unto my path.  

 

Having a renewed mind and a renewed way of thinking is based on our source 

of Truth. 

 

The World has multiple sources of truth, 

 

• Humanism – Thinking based on a Human Ideology 

• Emotionalism – Thinking based on the way one feels 

• Intellectualism – Thinking based on education or the sciences 

• Philosophy – Thinking based on rationalizations concerning God or the 

god’s 

 

A Born-Again Christians way of thinking must be based on the Word of God 

which is the revelation of God.  This is to have a Biblical Mindset. 

 

Our Lord said, 

 

John 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  

 

John 8:30-31 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 31  Then said 

Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are 

ye my disciples indeed;  

 

A Born-Again Christians thinking is transformed as they come to know the 

Word of God and trust it as their authoritative truth. 

 

2. Be the Elect (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the elect of God, . . .  – This is to be 

peculiar.  
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1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

 

John 8.30 

1 Pet 2.9 
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Titus 2:14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 

and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.  

 

1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, 

a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 

the praises of him who hath called you out of 

darkness into his marvellous light:  

 

To be the Born-Again Christian that you are 

in Christ is to be different from the world 

around you.  To be elect is to be peculiar. 

 

Many Christians stumble at this point because they want to be saved, they want 

to be redeemed, but they do not want to seem or feel different from the world.  

But the fact is that you are different. 

 

Some people think that this Jesus Freak difference is a detriment and they will 

struggle in this Christian walk day by day.  However, those who realize that 

they are different from the world, but that this different is great gain, will find 

great success in their Christian Journey. 

 

The question then is are you willing to be surrendered to the Lord Jesus Christ 

as a result of your salvation.  Or are you going to try and keep a grasp on this 

world and its stuff while trying to live out your new Christian life. 

 

One will find it very hard to love this world and love the things of the Lord 

Jesus Christ because they are contrary one to another. 

 

Galatians 5:16-18 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 

lust of the flesh. 17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 

the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the 

things that ye would. 18  But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 

 

This is what our Lord meant when He said, 

 

Matthew 6:24  No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 

and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 

cannot serve God and mammon. 
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If you will find joy in your Christian Journey you will have to realize that you 

are the elect of God and in your salvation you are not who you used to be. 

 

This ties into the next characteristic. 

 

3. Be Holy (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the 

elect of God, holy  . . . – To be holy is to be 

separated specifically unto God. 

There are utensils (knife, spoon, fork, ladle)  

Then there are Holy Utensils.  The only 

difference between and ordinary utensil and a holy utensil is that the holy 

utensil is set aside specifically for God and His purposes.  These utensils look 

the same, work the same, and accomplish the exact same things, however one is 

for any use and one is for use for God and God alone. 

We are called to Be Holy.  To be set apart specifically for God and His 

purposes.   

As a Born-Again Christian God has set you apart to be holy, unto Him. 

1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 

a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called 

you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  

1 Peter 1:15-16 15  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 

manner of conversation; 16  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.   

Christians are called by God to be holy not just at Church on Sunday but every 

day all day long.  We are to strive for holiness all the time because you have the 

Holy Spirit of God and the Lord Jesus Christ in you every day all day long. 

At the moment of your salvation you became the dwelling place of God, 

1 Corinthians 6:19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

Risen With Christ 
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Almighty God is in you.  He came into you at the moment of your salvation and 

that makes you the living temple of God.  We are to live as the temple that we 

are.  Hence, we must strive to master holiness in our Christian Journey. 

4. Be Lovely (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the 

elect of God, holy and beloved, . . . – To be 

beloved is to be lovable.  That is to be one that 

can be loved.  One cannot be beloved if one is 

not lovable. 

Have you ever met someone that just was not 

lovable or that would not be loved?  Perhaps, they live their life in a way that 

just repulses people.  I have met some folk that were very hard to get around to 

learn to love them, most of these had clearly not taken a shower in a long time 

and it was very hard just to be around them. 

I have also met people who would not allow themselves to be loved.  If 

someone started getting to close to them they would do something, perhaps not 

intentional to them, to drive that person away from them.  It is as if they just 

refused to allow themselves to be loved by others. 

Christians should strive to be lovable people.  This does not mean that you try 

to be what each and every other person wishes for you to be, it simply means 

that you must learn to be approachable. 

Most Christians fully realize that they must love their brother and even their 

enemy, for we know the Word of God says, 

Mark 12:29-31 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, 

Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 30  And thou shalt love the Lord 

thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 

all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 31  And the second is like, namely 

this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 

commandment greater than these. 

Matthew 5:43-45 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 

bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
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which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45  That ye may be the children of 

your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 

the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.  

 

I wonder how many Christians think about the 

need to be lovable as well as loving others. 

5. Be Merciful (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the 

elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 

mercies, . . .  – What is mercy? 

 

• Justice is giving someone what they 

deserve 

• Mercy is not giving someone what they deserve 

• Grace is giving someone what they do not deserve 

The Put on Bowels of Mercies is to be merciful from the core of your being.  

This is to be naturally bent toward mercy. 

You see these bowels of mercies in life mostly in mothers. 

Illustration – In Cabbage Town – A mother came to me whose son was in a 

car that did a drive by shooting and murdered a person.  The police found and 

arrested everyone that was in the car.  This young man was in the car but was 

not the shooter.  However, this mothers neighbors kept telling her to just forget 

her son and let him rot in prison.  She came to me asked what she should do?  

My counsel was quick and easy.  I told her to be her sons mother and forget all 

those nay sayers.  This was her son and no matter what she was going to love 

her son and she should do just that. 

To have bowels of mercies to is be bent toward forgiveness and kindness 

toward the worst of people. 

6. Be Kind (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 

bowels of mercies, kindness, . . .  -  You will know when you have been kind to 

others by how they react to you.  If you have been harsh or rude then the result 

will often be in kind. 
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Born-Again Christians should strive to be kind with other people. 

The Word of God says, 

Ephesians 4:32  And be ye kind one to another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 

God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

Being kind does not mean that one neglects 

the truth.  It means that you share the truth 

in a tenderhearted way.  One must take into 

account how the truth might impact those with 

whom it is shared.   

Often Christians blast other people with the hard-cold truth in very harsh ways.  

We must strive to be kind with the truth’s we glean from the Word of God. 

Kindness ought to be a characteristic that marks those that belong to our 

Lord. 

7. Be Humble of Mind (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, . . .   

To be humble is to resist our natural tendency to be very prideful people.  

Human beings have the tendency to enjoy thinking of themselves better than 

their fellowman. 

The Word of God reminds us,  

Romans 12:3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 

among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to 

think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  

We are reminded that 

 Proverbs 16:18  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 

fall.  

James 4:6  . . . God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 
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1 Peter 5:5  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 

you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth 

the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  

 

To be clothed with humility teaches us much 

about humility, 

 

• Humility is a choice, it is a matter of 

your will. 

• Humility is something we can put on, 

you just choose to put on humility. 

• Humility is easily observed, just as 

pride is easily observed. 

• Humility is a matter of one’s mind, it is an attitude. 

 

Born again Christians must “put on humbleness of mind.” 

 

8. Be Meek (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 

bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, . . . 

 

Meekness has often been falsely defined as weakness. 

 

Meekness is power under the control of another.   

 

The best picture of meekness is a horse’s reigns in the hands of its rider.  When 

the rider has the reigns of a horse in his hand the rider, with a little knowledge, 

can guide and control all the great power of that horse.   

If we are meek in the sight of our Lord, then we place our power and strength 

into the hands of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is to be completely surrendered to 

our Lord as His Lordship demands. 

One cannot receive the Lord Jesus Christ for what He does, Salvation; without 

receiving Him for who He is, Lord.  Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior. 

The Word of God reminds us, 
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Psalm 37:11  But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight 

themselves in the abundance of peace. 

Psalm 147:6  The LORD lifteth up the meek: 

he casteth the wicked down to the ground. 

Isaiah 29:19  The meek also shall increase 

their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men 

shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

If we were wise we would quickly see and 

understand that God in all His infinite 

wisdom and power knows far better than we 

what lies before us and we can and should 

trust Him in every regard.  It ought to be our delight to allow God to handle 

the reigns of our life.  But our sinful pride often desires to be in control of our 

circumstances.  Even though we rarely are in control. 

We must learn to Put On Meekness. 

9. Be Longsuffering (vs 12) – Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 

longsuffering;  

Patience – υπομονην (gk) (Col 1.11) (1) as a basic attitude or frame of mind 

patience, steadfastness (2C 12:12; probably 2TH 3:5); (2) as steadfast 

adherence to a course of action in spite of difficulties and testings perseverance, 

endurance, fortitude (RO 5:3, 4; probably HE 10:36; perhaps 2TH 3:5); (3) 

with a component of hope and confidence expectation, patient waiting (RV 1:9; 

perhaps HE 10:36)1.   

Patience is bearing up in patience and endurance when facing server trials 

in oneself. 

Longsuffering  - μακροθυμιαν (Gk) – as a state of emotional quietness in the 

face of unfavorable circumstances patience, long-suffering; (1) as patience 

 
1 Timothy Friberg, Barbara Friberg, and Neva F. Miller, Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament, 

Baker’s Greek New Testament Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000), 392. 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 

 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 



Page 10 of 20 

 

under trial endurance, steadfastness (HE 6:12); (2) as constraint exercised 

toward others forbearance, patience (2C 6:6); (3) as God’s constraint of his 

wrath long-suffering, forbearance (RO 2:4)2  Thus, makrothumia denotes 

remaining in a state of emotional quietness in the face of unfavorable 

circumstances in others.   

Longsuffering is self-control when faced 

with severe trials in others. 

As one can see, these words are very close in 

meaning and it is impossible to make a hard 

and fast distinction between where one or the 

other might be used to denote the idea of 

endurance and patience. Within the context of 

Colossians 1.11, the word translated by 

patience emphasizes endurance in the midst 

of difficult circumstances being endured 

personally whereas the word translated by 

longsuffering emphasizes the attitude or frame of mind we are to have 

during difficult times related to others. 

Thus, to put on longsuffering is to keep your composure and help others as they 

go through difficulty.  One might say you must keep your wits about you so that 

you can function purposefully in the midst of trials. 

God’s people must put on Longsuffering. 

10.  Be Forebearing (vs 13) - Forbearing one another, . . . 

To forebear is to show restraint when faced with hardship or trials.  That is to 

not be drawn into the trail.  One might say it is to resist when faced with the 

temptations associated with the trial. 

Hence forbearance can be thought of as a form of Self-Control for Inner-

Fortitude. 

 
2 Timothy Friberg, Barbara Friberg, and Neva F. Miller, Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament, 

Baker’s Greek New Testament Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2000), 252. 
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When we put forbearance into the context of our passage, “Forebearing one 

another,” I think of this as being in close 

proximity to a brother or sister in Christ, as we 

ought to be, who being a corrupt human being, 

may bring us face to face with a temptation or 

trial and we forebear in the midst of that 

temptation and overcome it. 

To forebear one another would include, 

• Fellowship - Being in close 

relationships with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

• Edification – Building up our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

• Accountability – Forbearing those trials and temptations we may face 

when in close fellowship one with another for the spiritual good of all in 

the fellowship. 

For many Christians, in order to succeed in their Christian Journey, they will 

neglect the brotherhood of other people.  It is easiest to think you are 

succeeding in developing a Christlike Life if you don’t have the temptations 

and trials that other people inevitably bring into your life.   What these folks fail 

to understand is that they are not succeeding as a Christian in this style of 

Christians life, because they are neglecting the brotherhood of the Church in 

such cases.  Instead, Christians need to learn to develop Forbearance One With 

Another in their Christian Journey. 

If you neglect the Brotherhood of the Church then you, 

• Cannot Bear another’s burdens 

 

Galatians 6:2  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 

Christ. 

 

• Cannot comfort and edify one anther 
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1 Thessalonians 5:11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify 

one another, even as also ye do. 

Our Christian Journey is not just about ourselves, it is about all those whom 

Christ loves. 

 We must Put On Forebearing One Another 

11.  Be Forgiving (vs 13) – Forbearing one 

another, and forgiving one another, if any man 

have a quarrel against any: even as Christ 

forgave you, so also do ye. 

Learning to forgive others is closely linked to 

Forbearing One Another.  

As we relate to other people in our Christian 

Journey, as we must as members in the Body of 

Christ, there will inevitably be much to Forbear 

and much to Forgive. 

We are undeniably commanded to be forgiving people. 

Why must we be forgiving people?  Because we are forgiven people! 

. . . even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

The Word of God declares, 

• We must forgive, it is commanded 

Matthew 6:12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 

Matthew 6:14-15 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you: 15  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Also notice that forgiveness is a choice.  One chooses to forgive and be 

forgiving. 

• We must forgive from our heart 
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Matthew 18:35  So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye 

from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

A growing spiritual child of God must Be Forgiving 

We must Put On Forgiveness 

12.  Be Compassionate (vs 14) – And above all these things put on charity, which 

is the bond of perfectness. 

Charity is the English translation of a Greek word for Love. This is Agape 

Love. 

There are five Greek Words for love, 

• Eros (Greek) - ἔρως (Gk) - Erotic, sexual 

love, desire, lust. 

• Phileo (John 21.15) – φιλέω (Gk) - 

Friendship love, the love of association. 

o Philandros (Titus 2.4) – φίλανδρος 

(Gk) - Love toward a husband, 

conjugal. 

o Philoteknos (Titus 2.4) – φιλότεκνος 

(Gk) - Love for one’s offspring 

• Tahlpo (1 Thess 2.7) – θάλπω (Gk) - Nurses love. A love that nurtures and 

cares. 

• Storge – στοργή (Gk) – In modern Greek means a mother’s or Parents love 

for her children.  

• Agape - ἀγαπάω (Gk) - God's love, unconditional, sacrificial. 

Every time Christians are commanded to love in the Word of God is it the 

Apage love that we are commanded to love.  We are commanded to love with 

the same love that God loves. 
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Christians need to understand that Agape love is not common in our world.  

Before the New Testament Agape love was almost unheard of.  God’s love is an 

extra-worldly, supernatural love.  We, as born-again Christians, begin to 

learn this love after we are Born-Again, after the Holy Spirit (who is God) 

comes into us at our salvation.  Before our new birth we could not know 

anything about the Agape Love of God. 

The lost world around us cannot and does not 

know anything about the Agape Love of God.  

One cannot know the deep spiritual things of 

God until one is born-again and is indwelt by 

the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2) 

We are commanded to Put On Charity – Agape 

Love.  We must strive to learn and develop the 

love of God toward our Heavenly Father and 

then toward our Fellowman. 

The Word of God tells us, 

Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 

all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38  This is the first and 

great commandment. 39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour as thyself. 40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets. 

Romans 13:10  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law.  

 

It has been said that before Christ and His finished work on Calvary’s Cross no 

one could ever fully fulfill the law of God.  Which is absolutely true. 

But the Word of God Old Testament and New tells us that Love is the fulfilling 

of the Law.  If one can just love God and his neighbor as God commands then 

he should be able to fulfill the law of God. 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 

 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 

9. Be Longsuffering 

10. Be Forbearing 

11. Be Forgiving 

12. Be Compassionate - Love 

Matt 22.37 

1 John 4.8 



Page 15 of 20 

 

The Scriptural Truth is that it takes the Agape Love of God to fulfill the law and 

before Christ or without Christ no human being could or can know the Agape 

Love of God. 

We begin to learn the Apage Love of God only after God comes into our hearts 

and lives. 

1 John 4:8-11  He that loveth not knoweth not 

God; for God is love. 9  In this was manifested the 

love of God toward us, because that God sent his 

only begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through him. 10  Herein is love, not that we 

loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 

to be the propitiation for our sins. 11  Beloved, if 

God so loved us, we ought also to love one 

another. 

When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our 

Lord and Savior, God comes into us and begins to 

teach us how to love with Agape Love. 

We must Put On the Love of God 

13.  Be Peaceful (vs 15) – And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 

which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 

We are commanded in the Word of God, 

Romans 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 

men. 

We are also told, 

Matthew 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children 

of God. 

When we think of Peace we tend to think of the cessation of hostilities, like 

between nations or warring factions.  However, the peace being spoken of here 

is a far different kind of peace. 
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This it talking about Peace With God. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 Now the God of peace, that 

brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, through the 

blood of the everlasting covenant, 21  Make you 

perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is wellpleasing in his 

sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

When we have peace with God, which we can 

only know through the Blood of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, we can then discover and do the work 

of God. 

Romans 8:5-8 For they that are after the flesh 

do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the 

Spirit. 6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life 

and peace. 7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 

subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8  So then they that are in the 

flesh cannot please God. 

In one’s lost, unsaved, state they are at war with God they have enmity 

against God.  When they get saved they enter into, for the first time, Peace 

with God. 

To be a peacemaker is to bring lost people into this Peace with God.  To be 

a peacemaker is to bring the lost into a saving, redeeming relationship with 

almighty God through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So, when our text says to Put On the Peace of God it is not talking about a 

mortal, corporal peace, it is talking about the supernatural Peace with God. 

We Must Be Peaceful what greater peace can there be than Peace with 

God. 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 

 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 

9. Be Longsuffering 

10. Be Forbearing 

11. Be Forgiving 

12. Be Compassionate – Love 

13. Be Peaceful 

Rom 8.5 
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14.  Be Word Wise (vs 16) – Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

We come now full circle and we come back to 

the importance of the Word of God to every 

born-again child of God. 

We must be in the Word of God, 

• So we can Grow in our Christian Journey. 

1 Peter 2:2  As newborn babes, desire the 

sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 

thereby: 

• Because it is our Spiritual Nourishment – 

Milk and Meat 

1 Peter 2:2  As newborn babes, desire the 

sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 

thereby: 

Hebrews 5:11-14 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be 

uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12  For when for the time ye ought to 

be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first 

principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, 

and not of strong meat. 13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the 

word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14  But strong meat belongeth to 

them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Neglect the Word of God and you will be a spiritually starved and 

famished Christian. 

• Because we must become Teachers of the Word of God 

Hebrews 5:11-14 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be 

uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12  For when for the time ye ought to 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 
 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 

9. Be Longsuffering 

10. Be Forbearing 

11. Be Forgiving 

12. Be Compassionate – Love 

13. Be Peaceful 

14. Be Word Wise 

Heb 5.11 
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be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first 

principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, 

and not of strong meat. 13  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the 

word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14  But strong meat belongeth to 

them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 

exercised to discern both good and evil. 

• Because the Word of God is a Powerful 

Sword 

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, 

and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of 

soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. 

A Spiritual Christian will love and desire the 

Word of God.  They will Welcome the Word of 

God into their life.  They will be hungry for the 

Word of God.  They will trust the Holy Spirit of 

God to teach them the Word of God. 

 

15.  Be Christ Centric (vs 17) – And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, . . .  

 

To be focused on our Lord Jesus Christ in all aspects of our lives is a glorious 

and blessed reality for every born-again Christian.   

 

We still do all the normal daily things that people do.   

 

• We go to work. 

• We take care of our homes. 

• We care for and love our families. 

• We care for our neighbors and friends. 

• We deal with all of life’s many affairs and often trials. 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 

 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 

9. Be Longsuffering 

10. Be Forbearing 

11. Be Forgiving 

12. Be Compassionate – Love 

13. Be Peaceful 

14. Be Word Wise 
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None of these things are unusual for the redeemed and unsaved alike.  But for 

Christian to do all of these things knowing that our Lord Jesus Christ and 

Heavenly Father are intimately concerned and involved in our lives and life’s 

decisions is an incredible comfort and blessing. 

The Word of God declares, 

Philippians 4:6-7  Be careful for nothing; but in 

every thing by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

unto God. 7  And the peace of God, which 

passeth all understanding, shall keep your 

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

If a child of God will learn to walk closely and 

intimately with their Lord Jesus Christ, every 

day and all day, especially while things are 

going well.  Then when things seem to be going 

poorly and trials come their way they will find 

themselves confidently walking with their Lord 

through the deep, dark, toilsome valley’s. 

 

There is nothing as assuring as walking with our Lord Jesus Christ moment by 

moment in your Christian Journey. 

 

16.  Be Thankful (vs 17; cf. 15) – And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  

The natural outcome of a Christ Centric Christian Journey will be a heart filled 

with thanksgiving toward God. 

Thankfulness resolves many and most of the issues of our lives.   

Thankfulness dispels loneliness and depression because it reminds us of how 

much our Lord and our Heavenly Father loves us and cares for us. 

Thankfulness will inspire us to work diligently to develop all of the Christian 

Characteristics that permeate this passage. 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 
 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 

9. Be Longsuffering 

10. Be Forbearing 

11. Be Forgiving 

12. Be Compassionate – Love 

13. Be Peaceful 

14. Be Word Wise 

15. Be Christ-Centric 
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Conclusion 

All of these Characteristics are simply put on.   

Now some of these characteristics are harder for some folk to put on than others.  

But, None-the-less, they are simply put on.  So, work at putting them on and never 

stop developing your Godly, Christ-like character. 

 

 

 

Risen With Christ 

Characteristics Of A Christian 

Col 3.12-17 

 

1. Be Renewed in your Mind 

2. Be Elect – Peculiar 

3. Be Holy 

4. Be Lovely 

5. Be Merciful 

6. Be Kind 

7. Be Humble of Mind 

8. Be Meek 

9. Be Longsuffering 

10. Be Forbearing 

11. Be Forgiving 

12. Be Compassionate – Love 

13. Be Peaceful 

14. Be Word Wise 

15. Be Christ Centric 

16. Be Thankful 


