
Like Precious Faith
How To Spot A False Teacher

2 Peter 2.1-91

The world is full of dangerous and damnable heresies

In the Old Testament false prophets were put to death

Deuteronomy 18:20 - But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my 

name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of 

other gods, even that prophet shall die.

It is bad to tell a lie, it is worse to teach a lie, it is far worse to teach a lie about God.

Be Aware of the Presence of False Teachers

For the many Religions in our world, there are really  only two kinds of religions in 

the World, the true and the false.

Since the garden of Eden there have been false teachers.  These False Teachers 

present themselves as the teachers of truth. The Word of God teaches,

2 Corinthians 11:13–15 - For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14And no marvel; for Satan 

himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15Therefore it is no great thing if his 

ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 

according to their works.

When you look for the devil never fail to look in the pulpit.

Damnable Heresies – The word heresy means to divide.  False Teachings always 

end in a division.

False Teachers will always blame those who stand on the truth for causing a 

division.

False Teachings are called damnable heresies.

False Teachings will cause someone to believe a lie and lose their eternal soul.

1 Resourced from Adrian Rogers – How to spot a counterfeit
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2 Cor 11.13

1 Tim 4.1



1 Timothy 4:1 - Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

Notice these are seducing spirits teaching the doctrines of devils, not the truth of the 

Word of God.

How to Spot a False Teacher, 

 A. Their Message (vs 1) - But there were false prophets also among the people, even 

as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 

heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift 

destruction. – 5 Tests

1. The Source Test – What is the basis of their teaching.  

• Is there a source other than the Word of God.

• Do they use the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God, this King James 

Bible.

2. The Savior Test – Do they believe Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, Almighty God, the only Savior.

Do they Worship the Lord Jesus Christ?

Acts 4:10–12 - Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 

that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 

God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you 

whole. 11This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is 

become the head of the corner. 12Neither is there salvation in any other: 

for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 

we must be saved.

3. The Subject Test – Is the primary source of their teaching the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ?  The Lord Jesus Christ is the only subject of the whole Word of God. 

There is no other subject in the Word of God.  

Matthew 28:18–20 - And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power 

is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19Go ye therefore, and teach all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
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 Acts 4.10

 Matt 28.18



Holy Ghost: 20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen.

Only two primary subjects of our

teaching and witness,

• The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 

(1 Cor 15.1-4)

• The Truth’s contained in the Word of

God – Our Doctrine

4. The Salvation Test – Do they teach salvation by grace?  All that is needed to 

be saved is to trust the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation.  Baptism cannot 

save a person.  Church membership cannot save a person.  Only the finished 

work of the Lord Jesus Christ can save a person.

Ephesians 2:8–9 - For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9Not of works, lest any man should boast.

5. The Sanctification Test – Do you teach that living in holiness is the result of 

the New Birth?

James 2:20 - But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is 

dead?

We are not teaching that our works, the way we live our christian life, saves us;

we are teaching that our Salvation (Faith) shapes the way we live our lives.  If 

you are truly born again you will want to live a life that honors and pleases the 

Lord Jesus Christ.

   B.  Their Method (vs 2)  - And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of 

whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

2 Peter 2:3 - And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 

merchandise of you: . . .

2 Peter 2:1 - . . . who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, . . . 

Privily means Secretly or to bring in in a way that is hard to spot.
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They lay false teaching next to good teaching to camouflage their teaching and 

make it seem good. They hide their heresy.

Feigned Word – This is the word from which

we get our word plastic.  This is something that

one can mold and make.  These feigned words

are made to fit.  This is to wrest the Scriptures

2 Peter 3:16 - As also in all his epistles,

speaking in them of these things; in which are

some things hard to be understood, which they

that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they

do also the other scriptures, unto their own

destruction.

These false teachers will use our christian words and their dictionary.  They will 

redefine the meaning of the words we use to teach their false doctrines.

With Feigned Words they wrest the Word of God.

C. Their Manner (vs 2) - And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of

whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. – The way they live their life.

Jude 4 - For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 

ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into 

lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

These teachers will spout about grace but live in sin.

Many people love the sensual rather than the spiritual.

Their are many who want to believe they are saved but somehow get to hang on to

their favorite sins.  Can a well produce both pure water and salt water?  Not at all.

D.  Their Motive (vs 3) - And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make

merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their 

damnation slumbereth not.

They want to use you and manipulate you to make profit off you.
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A preacher ought to be paid,

1 Corinthians 9:14 - Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the 

gospel should live of the gospel.

God’s solemn warning to the false prophets

2 Peter 2:4–9 - For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down 

to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 
5And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 

righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6And turning 

the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow,

making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7And 

delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 8(For that 

righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 

soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 9The Lord knoweth how to 

deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 

judgment to be punished:

The Greater Story,

God spared not His only Begotten Son to save you from your sins.

CrossRoads Baptist Church, May 9 2021
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