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That All Might Be Saved 

Intoxication 
1 Tim 5.22-25; cf. 23 

 

[Is it ok to drink beverage alcohol and use recreational drugs?  Alcohol is the 

subject before us today in our text.  Why alcohol?  Because, in our text, the apostle 

told Timothy to use a little wine for his stomach’s sake.] 

[Today, across America we are seeing the effects of years, decades, of liberalizing 

the message of the Word of God.  People want to justify their desire to be 

intoxicated and they want the clergy to endorse and even participate in their mind 

numbing excursions.] 

[This year Colorado has legalized the recreational use of Marijuana.  I am sure 

that, unless there is a true revival within Christianity and a great spiritual 

awakening that the use of these intoxicating substances will only consume larger 

and larger portions of our society.] 

[It was perhaps ten or twelve years ago when I attended a Southern Baptist 

Convention where a startling statistic was released.  They stated that among 

Southern Baptist Pastors more than 60% were users of beverage alcohol, as I recall 

the statistic, the number was near that percentage but may have varied a bit.  This 

somewhat staggered me.  I would easily have believed that percentage of Church 

members were users of beverage alcohol, but this statistic pointed directly at 

Pastors of Churches.]  

[Some of my greatest struggles as a pastor have revolved around the fact that I 

strive to preach the whole Word of God concerning all issues, including the use of 

intoxicating substances.  Many faithful Church attenders feel hurt and attacked by 

my messages on beverage alcohol and all intoxicating substances.  Since these 

Christians had found ways to justify their use of intoxicating substances, using the 

Word of God, then I must be wrong and preaching false doctrine; because I preach 

that the use of all beverage alcohol and recreational drugs is sinful and foolish in 

the sight of Almighty-God.] 

A. The Contemporary Christian Position (1 Tim 5.23; Eph 5.18; John 2.1-11) 
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That All Might Be Saved 

Intoxication 

1 Tim 5.22-25; cf. 23 

 

A. The Contemporary Christian 

Position 

 

[Whenever I get into a discussion with someone about drug and alcohol use 

they will usually bring up three scriptural texts to try and justify their use of 

intoxicating substances.] 

[There is our text this morning,] 

[1 Timothy 5:23 Drink no longer water, but use a 

little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often 

infirmities.]  

[Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, 

wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; ] 

[Jesus turned water into wine in John 2.1-11] 

1. [Unfermented Wine in the Bible (1 Tim 5.23) – Not every reference to 

wine in the Bible refers to fermented wine,] 

[Isaiah 16:10 And gladness is taken away, and joy out of the plentiful field; 

and in the vineyards there shall be no singing, neither shall there be 

shouting: the treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses; I have made 

their vintage shouting to cease.]  

[This clear reference refers to grape juice still in the grape as wine.] 

[Isaiah 65:8 Thus saith the LORD, As the new wine is found in the cluster, 

. . . ] 

[Again a clear reference to the juice still in the grape as wine.] 

[Genesis 40:11 And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, 

and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's 

hand.]  

[Clearly grapes that are pressed directly into the King’s cup cannot produce 

wine with an alcohol content, but grape juice, but this is the method 

described in this text, and that cup was surely referred to as a cup of wine.] 

[Ancient Traditions concerning Wine and Alcohol - The Jewish 

Mishnah—the ancient oral and later written interpretations of the Mosaic 

law that preceded the Talmud—states that the Jews regularly used boiled 

Isa 16.10 Isa 16.10 

Isa 65.8 
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wine, that is, grape juice reduced to a thick consistency by heating. Aristotle 

described the wine of Arcadia as being so thick that it had to be scraped 

from the skin bottles in which it was stored and the scrapings diluted with 

water in order to make a drink. The Roman historian Pliny often referred 

to nonintoxicating wine. The Roman poet Horace wrote in 35 B.C., "Here 

you quaff under a shade, cups of unintoxicating wine." In the ninth book of 

his Odyssey Homer told of Ullyses putting in his boat a goatskin of sweet 

black wine that was diluted with twenty parts of 

water before being drunk.  In A.D. 60 the Greek 

biographer Plutarch commented that "filtered 

wine neither inflames the brain nor infects the 

mind and the passions, and is much more 

pleasant to drink."]  

[I suggest that it is very likely that the Apostle Paul and the Word of God 

were referring Timothy to unfermented wine, as supported by multiple 

scriptural texts and the ancient historical traditions from biblical times.] 

[So our study reveals that not all wine in the Bible was fermented wine, and 

most wine in biblical times was greatly diluted with water.  The simple 

historical fact is that there is little comparison between wine today and wine 

in the days or our Lord.] 

2. [The Wine created by our Lord (John 2.1-11; Heb 4.15; 1 John 3.5; 2 

Cor 5.21; 1 Pet 2.21-22; Hab 2.15) – So, did our Lord Jesus Christ create 

fermented wine that would intoxicate and inflame the mind?]   

[It is important that we remember that our Lord Jesus Christ never sinned.  

He was the only human being that never succumbed to temptation.  He never 

fell to sin.  How do we know?  ] 

[Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 

the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 

without sin. ] 

[1 John 3:5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and 

in him is no sin. ] 

1 Pet 2.21 
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[2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. ] 

[1 Peter 2:21-22 
21 

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 

suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 

should follow his steps: 
22 

Who did no sin, 

neither was guile found in his mouth: ]  

[Our Lord Jesus Christ never sinned.  He was 

the perfect man who was able to pay the full 

penalty for your sins and mine because He owed 

no penalty for Himself.] 

[Habakkuk 2:15 Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that 

puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest 

look on their nakedness! ] 

[If our Lord Jesus Christ had put an intoxicating drink in but only one 

person’s hand He would have been a sinner.  God’s Word states “Woe 

unto him . . .”!  Be careful people, if you place an intoxicating drink into 

any person’s hand so that they become drunk, then God says “Woe” unto 

you.] 

[The contemporary idea that it is okay to drink an little alcohol so long as you 

don’t drink too much alcohol is just wrong and stands in opposition to the clear 

Word of God.] 

B. The Consecrated Christian Position (Rom 8.29; Prov 23.29-35) [– A 

Consecrated Christian, one who is fully surrendered to our Heavenly Father, a 

child of God who is sincerely interested in hearing our Lord say, “Well done 

my good and faithful servant.”  A Consecrated Christian will be keenly 

interested in what the Word of God really has to say about intoxicating 

substances.] 

[What is God’s will for your life?] 

[Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, . . .]  

Hab 2.15 

Prov 23.29 
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[Our Heavenly Father wants every born again Christian to be conformed to 

image of our Lord Jesus Christ.  If we are conformed to our Lord’s image then 

we will have the same mindset about drugs and alcohol that our Lord has.  So 

what does God think about intoxication?]  

[Proverbs 23:29-35 
29 

Who hath woe? who hath 

sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? 

who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness 

of eyes? 
30 

They that tarry long at the wine; they 

that go to seek mixed wine. 
31 

Look not thou upon 

the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in 

the cup, when it moveth itself aright. 
32 

At the last it 

biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. 
33 

Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine 

heart shall utter perverse things. 
34 

Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in 

the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. 
35 

They have 

stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it 

not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.]  

[Notice in verse thirty-two that intoxicating wine or drink bites like a serpent.  

Who is the serpent in the Bible?  It is the devil.  Alcohol is the devil in a bottle.  

Intoxicating substances are the devil in smoke or the devil in a needle.  All 

intoxicating substances are deceptions and the devil is the chief deceiver of all 

creation.] 

[Not only is alcohol a deceiver in that it bites like a serpent, it is also a poison in 

that it stings like an adder.  When a serpent bites you it inoculates you with its 

deadly poison.  All intoxicating substances are poison.  They inebriate or poison 

one’s mind and body.] 

[Notice the things caused by wine and strong drink,] 

1. [Wine causes emotional problems (Prov 23.29, 33-34)] 

[Proverbs 23:29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? . . .]   

 

[Proverbs 23:33-34 
33 

Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine 

heart shall utter perverse things. 
34 

Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down 

in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.]  
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1. Wine causes emotional problems 

 

[Notice the unnecessary temptations and the inference of relaxed inhibitions.  

Without any doubt intoxications lower and even remove people’s 

inhibitions.  People will do things when intoxicated that they would never 

have thought of doing while sober.]  

[Notice in verse thirty-four (vs 34)  the foolish 

decisions that the intoxicated will make.  Who in 

their right mind would lie down of sleep in the 

sea or try to sleep on a mast?  Without argument 

intoxication will cause people to do life 

threatening things.] 

2. [Wine causes social problems (Prov 23.29)] 

[Proverbs 23:29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? 

who hath babbling? . . .]  

 

[Most of us have encounter drunk individuals who could not talk and 

sounded like they were babbling.  Many when they become intoxicated 

cannot remember where they have been or what they have done.] 

3. [Wine causes physical problems (Prov 23.29, 35)] 

[Proverbs 23:29 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? 

who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of 

eyes?]  

[Proverbs 23:35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; 

they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet 

again. ] 

[Dr. Johnny Hunt once said, “Moderation is not the answer to alcohol abuse, it 

is the cause of alcohol abuse.”] 

C. The Crowned Christian Position (Rev 5.6-10; Prov 31.4-5; Eph 5.18) 

 [Revelation 5:6-10 
6 

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the 

four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, 

having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent 

forth into all the earth. 
7 

And he came and took the book out of the right hand of 

Rev 5.6 
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him that sat upon the throne. 
8 

And when he had taken the book, the four beasts 

and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them 

harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
9 
And 

they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 

seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out 

of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 
10 

And hast made us unto 

our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. ] 

[When you received the Lord Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior you were 

literally transformed.  Old things are passed away, behold all things are made 

new for you and I.  We are kings and priests unto our God. ] 

[Say that for yourself, say, “I am a King!”  Now say it like you mean it!] 

[Now, say, “I am a Priest unto God!”  Now, say that like you mean it!] 

[Proverbs 31:4-5 
4 

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink 

wine; nor for princes strong drink: 
5 
Lest they drink, and forget the law, and 

pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted. ] 

[My Christian brothers and sisters, it is not for kings and queens of our God to 

drink alcohol or to be intoxicated in any way.  So live like the royalty that you 

are and hear Ephesians 5.18 while enlightened by the whole Word of God.] 

[Ephesians 5:18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 

with the Spirit;]  

[Refuse every intoxicating substance that would poison your mind and soul and 

be filled with the Holy, Spiritually Enlightening, Life Giving presence of the 

Holy Spirit of God.] 

 

CrossRoads Baptist Church, Feb 2, 2104 

Prov 31.4 


