
A Lively Hope In Troubled Times

The End Is At Hand

1 Peter 4.7-11

[What an incredible depth Peter develops for these struggling saints.  He has just 

reminded them of the Wonderful Cross of Jesus and told them in verse 1 to arm 

themselves with the suffering mind of Jesus Christ. He says, remember the cross of 

Christ.  Think about it often.  Make His suffering sacrifice and all that it represents a part

of your life and personality.]

[Now, he delves even deeper and says, the end is imminently upon you.  Live your life 

as though the evidence of your Christ-mindedness will be presently weighed in the 

balance at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Are you ready to stand at the Bema, or 

Judgment Seat of Christ.]

A.  There is the Premise that Governs us (vs 7; 1 Cor 15.51-52; 1 Thes 4.13-5.6) [- 

But the end of all things is at hand: . . . - The Imminence of His presence.  The 

expectation of our translation.]

[1 Cor. 15:51-52 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed, 52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 

trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 

changed.]

[1 Thes. 4:13-5:6 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14For

if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus 

will God bring with him. 15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we 

which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them 

which are asleep. 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 

shall rise first: 17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 

with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 

Lord. 18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.]
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[5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 

you. 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in

the night. 3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 

cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 
5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, 

nor of darkness. 6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be 

sober. ]

Our Text States,

1 Peter 4:7 - But the end of all things is at hand: .

. .

Do you believe that the Rapture could occur at any

moment?

Do you believe that you could stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ at any time?

Are you ready to give an account for your Christian life and walk?  To give an 

accounting for 

• How you lived your life for Christ? 

• How you handled the Word of God?

• How you viewed the Church of Jesus Christ for which Christ dies?

• How you witnessed to the lost world around you?

B.  There are the Priorities Given us (vs 7-9) – As we move closer to the Rapture with 

each passing moment, how do you live your life for Christ. Listen the the calling 

God gives you in our text.

1. Live Soberly (vs 7; Ps 119.9-11,160; Mark 13.32-33) [- But the end of all things 

is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.

[Sober - sophroneo so-fron-eh'-o (gk) - 1) to be of sound mind 1a) to be in one's 

right mind 1b) to exercise self control]
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• [The sound mind - A sound mind is build upon a sound doctrine.]

[Psalm 119:9-11 Wherewithal shall a

young man cleanse his way? by taking

heed thereto according to thy word. 
10With my whole heart have I sought thee:

O let me not wander from thy

commandments. 11Thy word have I hid in

mine heart, that I might not sin against

thee. ]

• [The sure word - A sound doctrine that results in a sound mind can only 

develop out of the eternally founded Word of God.  A biblical mind will be 

a sound mind.]

[Psalm 119:160 Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of 

thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. ]

• [The secure prayer - If you have a Word from God you will have a reason 

to believe God and you will experience answers to your prayers.  Answered 

prayer results in more prayer.]

[If your mind is sound and biblical you will understand your need to pray, 

that your mind might be protected and remain sound.]

[Mark 13:32-33 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the 

angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33Take ye heed, 

watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. ]

[We must pray because our tendency is to wander toward the world and 

away from God.]

[Come Thou Fount - Third Stanza]

[O to grace how great a debtor, daily I'm constrained to be!
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Let thy grace, Lord, like a fetter, Bind my wandering heart to thee:

Prone to wander Lord I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love;

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it,

Seal it for thy courts above.]

[Prayer keeps us close to God and keeps us

sound and sober.]

2.  Live Sincerely (vs 8; John 13.35; Mark 9.33-34) [- And above all things have 

fervent charity among yourselves: . . . - Charity in the Bible is Agape Love, God’s

kind of Love.]

• [The importance of love - And above all things have fervent charity . . .]

[John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 

love one to another. ]

[Does love mean the complete void of all disagreement?  Absolutely not.]

[Mark 9:33–34 - And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he 

asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 
34But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among 

themselves, who should be the greatest.]

• [The passion of love - And above all things have fervent charity . . .]

[Fervent - ektenes ek-ten-ace' – 1) stretched out 2) metaph. intent, 

earnestly, assiduously.]

[Our love for one another will often stretch us.  It will bring us to our 

perceived breaking point.  Yet we are to still love.]

3.  Live Sacrificially (vs 8- 9; Matt 18.21-22) [- And above all things have 

fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of 

sins. 9Use hospitality one to another without grudging
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• [We must Forgive sacrificially - . . .for charity shall cover a multitude of 

sins.]

[Matthew 18:21-22 Then came Peter to

him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my

brother sin against me, and I forgive him?

till seven times? 22Jesus saith unto him, I

say not unto thee, Until seven times: but,

Until seventy times seven. ]

• [We must provide Hospitality - which means to be generous to guests and 

speaks of fellowship.]

• [We must avoid murmuring - ". . . without grudging." - Our first 

tendency, our human tendency, is to speak of one anothers faults rather than

to speak of one anothers gifts.]

[Grudging - goggusmos gong-goos-mos' (gk) -  1) a murmur, murmuring, 

muttering.  1a) a secret debate 1b) a secret displeasure not openly 

avowed.]

[We must be together in order to nourish one another.]

[We must be together in the right spirit and with graceful words in order the build 

one another.]

C.  There is the Presence Guiding us (vs 10-11)

1.  The Stewardship of Ministry (vs 10) [- As every man hath received the gift, 

even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God."]

[Notice that the stewardship specified here is not that of merely tithing. Often 

Christians associated stewardship with tithing and money.]
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[This stewardship regards the gifts given by the Holy Spirit. God has placed 

you into His Body (1 Cor 12.18) for a purpose, to nourish your brothers and 

sister in Christ (Eph 4.16)]

[1 Cor. 12:18 But now hath God set the

members every one of them in the body, as it

hath pleased him. ]

[Ephes. 4:16 From whom the whole body

fitly joined together and compacted by that

which every joint supplieth, according to the

effectual working in the measure of every

part, maketh increase of the body unto the

edifying of itself in love. ]

[The gifts you have received are an administration of God's grace, how are you

handling the unprecedented gift God has given you.  Are you using it to build 

and exhort, or are you using it to preside and destroy.  The thought here runs 

back to the idea of grudging or murmuring.]

2.  The Sound of Ministry (vs 11; Luke 12.11-12) [- If any man speak, let him 

speak as the oracles of God . . .]

[There is no greater sound than the sound of the Word of God proclaimed by 

His ambassadors.]

[The sense here is more than just the quoting of scripture, it is to speak as 

though the Word is alive within you. As though you were the very mouth 

piece of God.]

[Luke 12:11-12 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto 

magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye shall 

answer, or what ye shall say: 12For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same 

hour what ye ought to say. ]
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3.  The Strength of Ministry (vs 11; 1 John 4.4) [- ". . . Let him do it as of the 

ability which God giveth . . ."]

[It is God within us that will lead us to speak as we ought. We cannot struggle 

through on our own strength, but we must rely upon His strength within us.]

[1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because 

greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. ]

[It is the divine presence that gifts us for His service.  It is the divine 

presence that will speak through us in His service. It is the divine

presence that will strengthen us for His service.]

[Hence, the expression of our need to watch in prayer, for it is only in prayer 

that Christian find themselves given over to the divine presence of God.]

4.  The Significance of Ministry (vs 11) [- . . .That God in all things may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and 

ever. Amen.]

[All will be for he wondrous glory of our Savior.]

[We will see His glory in our service as we watch and serve in this life.]

[We will see His glory manifested through our service as we are looking in His

eyes and hear Him say, "Well, done my good and faithful servant."]

The End Is At Hand

CrossRoads Baptist Church, Sunday, Feb 28, 2021

Sugar Creek Baptist, Sunday Evening, May 22, 2005
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