
A Lively Hope In Troubled Times

The Propitiation for Our Sins

1 Peter 3.18-22; cf. 18

[Peter is writing to a Church that is going through some tough times.  When the chips 

are down and things just aren't going right what is the first thing that you are spiritually 

challenged with.  The possibility of sin in your life.]

[Your adversary comes and begins to challenge you by whispering in your ear, "See how

bad a sinner you are.  You deserve everything you're going through.  If you hadn't sinned

you wouldn't be suffering like this."  What does every Christian need to hear and know 

when times are tough?  They need to know that they are forgiven.]

[1 John 2:2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for 

the sins of the whole world.]

[1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins.]

[Romans 3:25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,

to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 

forbearance of God;]

[The word propitiation means satisfaction.  We know that God forgives our sins, but 

we often fail to realize how God forgives our sins.  If every Christian fully understood 

how God satisfies the penalty required for their sin they would eternally praise God and 

worship Jesus Christ.]

[". . . The Just for the Unjust . . ." (1 Pet 3.18)]

[Suppose someone were to walk up to you and just punch you in the nose.  You decided 

that you would be big hearted and said, "That's okay, I forgive you."  But the person that 

punched you says, "You don't need to forgive me, I have already forgiven myself."  That 

would be kind of strange, wouldn't it.  Then suppose a third person standing by says, 

"Hey, fella's don't worry about it.  I want you to know I've already forgiven both of you."

Well, what's he got to do with it.  He didn't get punched in the nose  Who is the one that 
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really needs to do the forgiving?  The one that got punched in the nose is the one that 

must do the forgiving.]

[We must understand who is the one that must forgive sin.  Sin is an affront toward 

God and therefore, it is God who must do the forgiving,  Only God can forgive sins.  

You cannot forgive yourself, your psychologist cannot forgive you, God must forgive 

you.]

[How Does God Deal With Sin?]

Three things to notice about Christ's Cross,

A.  It Was A Substitutionary Sacrifice (1 Pet 1.8)

[- For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 

the just for the unjust,  . . ."]

1.  Jesus took your Place on the Cross [- A

substitutionary death.]

[That word "for," in this text, means "in the place of."]

• [Christ actually took your place, he was the substitutionary savior for us.]

• [We are sinners.  When we sin it is just as if we had reached up and 

punched God.  We have morally struck God.]

• [God is Holy and Just.  Therefore, God must punish sin.]

• [Yet God loves us.  How can a holy God that loves us forgive us.  The way 

is through a substitutionary atonement.]

2.  Jesus is your Passover lamb

[The Jews celebrate Passover.  Passover is all about a lamb providing a 

substitutionary death for the sins of the people.  Jesus is our Lamb of God.]
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[The Passover lambs were raised and kept in the fields of Boaz just outside of 

Bethlehem.  It is not without significance that Jesus was born in Bethlehem.]

[Adrain Rogers believes it was these shepherds to which the angels appeared 

when Christ was born.]

[On a certain day, before the Passover these

Lamb's were brought into the temple for

sacrifice.  That day is the day we call Palm

Sunday.]

[At the same time that Christ was entering the

city, so were these lambs.]

["The crowd that said 'hail Him,' was the crowd that would say 'nail Him.'  

The people that said 'crown Him,' were the same people that said 'crucify 

Him.']

[After these Lambs entered the city they were examined by the priest, because 

they had to be without blemish.]

• [At the same time Christ was being examined and they proclaimed, "Never 

a man spake like this man."]

• [Pilate said, "I find not fault in him."]

[The priests then began to sharpen their knives and sacrificed these lambs at 

3:00 in the afternoon.]

• [At this same time God's lamb, Jesus Christ bowed his head and died on 

Calvary's mount.]

[1 Peter 1:18-19 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by

tradition from your fathers; 19But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 

lamb without blemish and without spot: ]
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3.  Jesus is the Propitiation for your sins [- " . . . The just for the unjust . . ." - 

Jesus was our substitutionary savior, the lamb of God given for us.]

[Barabbus, a murder was released.  Jesus, the innocent was killed.]

• [The just - Jesus, for the unjust – Barrabus.]

• [Jesus died on Barabbus' cross in his place.]

[You are a sinner just like Barrabus.]

• [Jesus died on your cross.]

["Our sins were the nails that held Him to

that cross and our hard hearts the hammer

that drove those nails."]

["Justice and Mercy are met together on the

cross."]

B.  It was a Suffering Sacrifice (vs 18, Prov 20.17) [- "For Christ hath once 

suffered for sins . . ."]

1.  Jesus Anguish

[No poem, no drama, no orator, no movie can describe the suffering of Christ.]

[Death by crucifixion was the most painful torture ever devised by man.]

[Over and above the physical torment of Christ there is the psychological and 

spiritual torment of one who was innocent carrying the sin of the world.  This 

is indicated in that when Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane our Lord 

sweat great drops of blood (Luke 22.44).]

[Your substitutionary sacrifice suffered in pain and anguish in your place.]

2.  God's Anger (Heb 10.28-31; Rev 14.9-10; Prov 20.17)
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[Hebrews 10:28-31 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two

or three witnesses: 29Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 

thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 

counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 

thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him that 

hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. 

And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31It is a fearful thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God.]

[Only the dammed in hell can begin to understand the suffering of Christ on.]

[Rev. 14:9-10 And the third angel followed

them, saying with a loud voice, If any man

worship the beast and his image, and receive

his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10The

same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of

God, which is poured out without mixture into

the cup of his indignation; and he shall be

tormented with fire and brimstone in the

presence of the holy angels, and in the

presence of the Lamb: ]

[If you continue to refuse the substitutionary atonement of Christ, in hell you

will begin to experience an anguish of your own.]

["Sin causes suffering."]

[Proverbs 20:17 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth 

shall be filled with gravel. ]

3.  Your Answer

[Either Christ does the suffering for you, or you do the suffering.  Sin demands

a payment, and that payment will be exacted.]

[Jesus said, "It is finished" - tetelestai (gk) - paid in full.]
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[The Roman Justice system.]

• [When a man was found guilt of a crime the Judge would render his verdict 

and would write it upon a parchment.  That parchment would be taken with 

the prisoner to his cell and would be nailed to the door of his cell.  When 

his sentence was completed then they

would write on that parchment "tetelestai"

- paid in full.]

• [It meant that the full penalty of the crime

was paid and it was never to be brought

against him again.]

[On the cross Jesus paid the penalty in full for

us.  Once it is written upon our decree it is

paid in full, never to be brought against us

again.]

["Without Christ you can do nothing, with Christ you need do nothing."]

["Paid in full."]

C.  It was a Sufficient Sacrifice (vs 18) [- For Christ also hath once suffered for 

sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, . . .]

1.  There is the Need for a presenter  [- " . . .bring . . ."]

[Bring - prosago pros-ag'-o - One who would introduce a person to the king.  

The presenter.]

[How hard is it for a person to walk into the throne room of a king, or into the 

oval office of the president.  They will stop you at all cost unless you are with 

someone who has the authority to get you in.]

2.  There is the Name of our presenter [- ". . . That he might bring us . . ."]

[Jesus Christ is the one who presents us to God.]
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[John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by me. ]

3.  There is the Necessity of our presentation [- ". . . That he might bring us to 

God . . ."]

[It would be ten thousand times ten thousand times easier for you to walk into 

the oval office than for you to approach God without Jesus Christ.]

[D.L. Moody was once going to preach in a big city and the building where he 

was going to preach was filled to capacity. The ushers were not letting anyone

else in.  When Moody and his entourage arrived a boy was standing outside 

crying.  Moody saw the boy and asked, "Son, why are you crying?"  The boy 

replied, "The great Reverend Moody is going to preach and I wanted to hear him."

Moody said, "Son, do you want to get in there."  The boy said, "Yes sir, but how?"

Moody replied, "If you'll take hold of my coat tail and just hang on, you can 

follow me in."  And in they walk.]

[That's how we are going to get to heaven.  But the coat tail of our Lord is his 

precious blood.]

[Do you understand what the Lord Jesus Christ did for you on Calvary’s Cross?]

[Will you accept what the Lord Jesus Christ did for you on Calvary’s Cross?  He is 

the propitiation for your sins!  Jesus paid it all!]

[Or will you demand to pay the penalty you owe

for your sins yourself and end up in a Lake of Fire

and Brimestone for an eternity to come?]

[What will you choose?]

CrossRoads Baptist Church, Feb 7, 2021

Sugar Creek Baptist, Sunday evening, May 1, 2005
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