
Page 1 of 7 

 

When Christ Enters In 

A Compassion to Show 
1 John 3.11-19 

 

[So far in 1 John we have discovered that there is:] 

• [A Conversion To Choose – To be a Christian one must be born again, saved.] 

• [A Consecration To Develop

• [A Cleansing to Receive – The Amazing Forgiveness of God.  The cleansing 

blood of Christ.] 

• [A Commandment To Keep – The Honor of Obeying Our Lord!] 

• [A Compassion To Show  – His Unconditional and Incomprehensible Love 

in us.] 

• [A Confusion to Understand - Many false Teacehrs and Doctrines

[The undeniable evidences that our living Lord Jesus Christ is in us and living 

through us.] 

[Is the Lord Jesus Christ in you, then he will dynamically influence you in your 

heart and mind, and as a result will influence every decision that you make in your 

life.] 

[Adrian Rogers, the late great preacher of Memphis, Tennessee once said, “When 

you choose to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior 

then you have made the last independent decision of your life.”  This is 

incredibly true.  For once the Powerful Lord Jesus Christ enters into you He will 

mold and shape every decision that you make from that moment on.] 

[Now, in recent weeks we have notice the Love of Christ in us.  When God enters 

into us He brings His love into us and we will come to know the overwhelming 

love of God as a result.  His presence in us, and His love in us, will teach us the 

supernatural, spiritual love of God which is unlike any love the world around us 

can know.] 
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[As a result the love of God will transform who we are and the way we love our 

fellowman.  We will learn to love the people around us the way God loves them, 

the way our Lord Jesus Christ loves them.] 

[In our previous text of 1 John 2.7-11we discovered the fact of God’s love in us.  

In our current text we discover the reality of God’s love in us.  What will God’s 

love in us lead us to do?] 

The Love of God in us will, 

A. Compel Us To Love (vs 11-14; Luke 10.25-29, 36; John 3.16; Rom 5.8) [- 

For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love 

one another. . . 
14 

We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 

we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. – You 

cannot say, I love God and I know God and not love your brother. ]  

[Now what does our text mean by our brother?] 

[Our Lord Jesus Christ once said,] 

[Luke 10:25-29 
25 

And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, 

saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
26 

He said unto him, What 

is written in the law? how readest thou? 
27 

And he answering said, Thou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. 
28 

And he said 

unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live. 
29 

But he, 

willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?]  

[This Lawyer is asking the same basic question that I just asked.  Who must I 

love?  Who is my neighbor?  Who is my brother?] 

[Our Lord Then went on to tell the story of the good Samaritan?] 

• [How a man, just any Jewish man, went for Jerusalem to Jericho and was 

taken by thieves, beaten, stripped, and left for dead.] 

• [A Priest came by and walked by on the other side of the road.] 

• [A Levite came by, came and looked at the man, and continued on 

leaving him in the road.] 

• [A Samaritan, the hated enemy of the Jews, came and saw the man and 

had mercy on him and tended to him at his own expense.] 

[Our Lord the asked,] 

Luke 10.25 

Beater Upper

Passer uppers

Picker upper
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The Love of God in us will, 

A. Compel Us To Love 

[Luke 10:36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him 

that fell among the thieves?]  

[The answer is simple, clear, and loud.] 

[Who is our brother?  Who will the Lord and 

God in us compel us to love?] 

[He will compel us to love everyone that He 

loves!  Who does God love?]  

[John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.]  

[When does God love them?] 

[Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.]  

[God loves every human being while they are yet sinners, while they are at their 

worst, while they are unlovable.] 

[So how about you?  Our text says that your love reveals your spiritual 

condition.  If you love your brother, if you love your fellowman, then you know 

that the Lord Jesus Christ is living in you.  Love is the undeniable evidence of 

the New Birth, of our Salvation, of the presence of God in us.] 

[God in us compels us to love other people.] 

B. Convert Us To Love (vs 12-18) [– This is the content of the Love that will 

pour from us.  If Christ is in us then His love is in us and must pour out of us.] 

[So what does the love of God look like to the world around us?] 

1. God’s love does not seek harm (vs 12; Matt 5.43-48) [- Not as Cain, who 

was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? 

Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous. – The lost 

world around us will hate us because we belong to Christ; this is expected.  

But we should never respond in kind to them.  We are compelled to love 

them in return.] 

Matt 5.43 
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The Love of God in us will, 

A. Compel Us To Love 

B. Convert Us To Love 

1. God’s love does not seek harm 

[In loving them with the love of Christ we must never seek to harm them.  

Our text uses Cain as an example.  Let us think about the life story of Cain 

and Abel.] 

[Cain was a tiller of the ground, Abel was a Shepherd.  They both brought 

sacrifices to God.  Abel brought a blood sacrifice.  Cain brought a sacrifice 

of the fruit of the ground.  Abel’s sacrifice was accepted, Cain’s sacrifice 

was not.  Why?  Because Abel’s sacrifice was the one required by God.  

Folks when we seek to come to God we must come His way not the way we 

desire to come to Him.] 

[Cain became angry and killed his brother.]  

[Our text states that Cain was of the wicked 

one, he was of the devil.  How do we know he 

was of the devil?  Because Cain’s works were 

evil.  The things Cain did were evil.  Those 

evil actions poured out of the content of 

Cain’s heart and character.  Cain’s actions 

were evil because Cain was evil.] 

[Hate and Love cannot dwell in the same heart together.] 

[Pacifism - Now, let’s not confuse love and compassion for Pacifism.   A 

pacifist is someone who opposes all violence or war.  While God calls us 

to love and fills us with love he does not expect us to be a pacifist.  He 

expects us to stand up with courage and defend those we love from those 

evil men around us and in our world.] 

[For instance, God would expect us to defend ourselves against radical Islam 

and evil people like those who fight for ISIS.  Our Lord also expects us to 

reach out to them with the love of Christ offering them the salvation and 

new life that can only be found through Christ.] 

[Our Lord Jesus Christ said,] 

[Matthew 5:43-48 
43 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love 

thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 
44 

But I say unto you, Love your 

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 

for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
45 

That ye may be the 

children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on 

the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
46 
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The Love of God in us will, 

A. Compel Us To Love 

B. Convert Us To Love 

1. God’s love does not seek harm 

For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the 

publicans the same? 
47 

And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more 

than others? do not even the publicans so? 
48 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as 

your Father which is in heaven is perfect.]  

[The Love of God in us will compel us to love in a way that does no harm, if 

possible; even when facing those who are our avowed enemies.] 

[God’s love is a unique spiritual love in this 

regard.] 

2. God’s love does not hate (vs 15) [- 

Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: 

and ye know that no murderer hath eternal 

life abiding in him. – What does our text 

mean by hate?]  

[Hate  - Usually implying active ill will in words and conduct, a persecuting 

spirit
1
] 

[This is to so detest someone so as the seek their harm.  Hence the 

implication of murder in our text.  We might call this vengeance or 

persecution.] 

[The love of Christ in us will not allow us to so hate and detest someone.] 

[This is distinctly different from feeling the hurt of the harm that we felt 

when someone attacks us.  God does not call us to blindly love anyone.  But 

we are instead to intentionally love all people, even our enemies.] 

[It is possible to love someone while guarding yourself from them.] 

[But we cannot love Christ and have His love in us while hating someone 

with deep detest.] 

3. God’s love is not indifferent (vs 17) [- But whoso hath this world's good, 

and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion 

from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? – We notice also that the 

love of our lord in us is not blind love.  This love will not allow us to act like 

                                                             
1
 Spiros Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament, electronic ed. (Chattanooga, 

TN: AMG Publishers, 2000). 
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The Love of God in us will, 

A. Compel Us To Love 

B. Convert Us To Love  

1. God’s love does not seek harm 

2. God’s love does not hate 

3. God’s love is not indifferent 

 

the Priest or the Levite in the parable of the Good Samaritan.  If the love of 

Christ is in us then it will drive us to take action whenever a real need 

presents itself.] 

[Why Does God Give You Treasures?  Why 

has your heavenly Father given you the many 

good things that you have.  Is it just so you can 

have all the luxuries of life for yourself?  God 

gives you the good things that you have so you 

can glorify and please Him.  A part of the why 

for God’s blessings in your life is so that you 

can help those around you when they are in 

need.  When Christians love enough to give in 

ministry to need, they are pleasing and 

glorifying God; but more importantly they are 

living out the love of God in them.] 

[The love of God in us cannot be indifferent.] 

4. God’s love is Sacrificial (vs 16) [- Hereby perceive we the love of God, 

because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for 

the brethren. – Our Lord Jesus Christ is our example in this point.  Our Lord 

came while we were yet sinners and sacrificed Himself for us.  Our Lord 

could have called legions of angels to deliver Him.  He had the power and 

authority to come down from the Cross, but He freely gave Himself for us.  

Why?  To save us.]  

[When our Lord Jesus Christ enters into us he brings this same sacrificial 

love into our hearts and lives.  We will love with this same sacrificial love if 

we are born again Christian’s, because this is the kind of love that we have 

been and are being united with.] 

[The story of the Good Samaritan teaches us that in life there are,] 

• [The Beater uppers – The Thieves in life] 

• [The Passer uppers – The Religious in life. The Priest and the Levite.] 

• [The Picker uppers – The Lovers in life. The Samaritan who helped 

expecting nothing in return.] 

[As the children of our Lord we will be driven to be Picker Uppers.] 

[Sacrificial love is an identifying mark of the Love of God.] 
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The Love of God in us will, 

A. Compel Us To Love 

B. Convert Us To Love  

1. God’s love does not seek harm 

2. God’s love does not hate 

3. God’s love is not indifferent 

4. God’s love is sacrificial 

5. God’s love takes action 

C. Confirm Us Through Love 

 

5. God’s love takes action (vs 18) [- My little children, let us not love in word, 

neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. – The love of God that dwells in 

us as Christians will not allow us to sit idly by and do nothing.  When we see 

a need we will act upon that need; if we have some way to act on it.  We will 

be compelled to do something.]  

[We must help the helpless, comfort the suffering, the love of Christ will 

drive us to love all those that God loves.] 

C. Confirm Us Through Love (vs 19; John 13.35) – And hereby we know that we 

are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him. – Our Lord Jesus Christ 

said,] 

[John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 

one to another.] 

[So Christian what does the world see in you?]  
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