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When Christ Enters In 

A Compassion To Develop 
1 John 2.7-11 

 

 [So far in 1 John we have discovered that there is:] 

• [A Conversion To Choose – To be a Christian one must be born again, saved.] 

• [A Consecration To Develop  – We are not who we once were.  Separation.]  

• [A Cleansing to Receive – The Amazing Forgiveness of God.  The cleansing 

blood of Christ.] 

• [A Commandment To Keep – Obey Him!] 

[In this study we will discover that When Christ Enters In  to you there will 

be A Compassion that will naturally flow out of you.  Hence, there is A 

Compassion To Show.  Love toward God and toward those whom God loves 

deeply will be the natural and unavoidable result of the indwelling presence of God 

in any person.] 

[From 1 Corinthians 13 we discover the definition and content of God’s 

unconditional love.  We also discover from God’s Word that God’s love is not a 

natural love; it is a supernatural love that we can only learn through the 

indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit within us.  This world’s love is nothing in 

comparison to the unspeakable love of God.] 

[When we think of Love in English the word can mean a great many things.  The 

Greek language is a little more exacting.  There are five Greek words that all are 

translated love in English. 

[Greek words for Love,] 

• [Eros (Greek) - ἔρως (Gk) - Erotic, sexual love, desire, lust.] 

• [Phileo (John 21.15) – φιλέω (Gk) - Friendship love, the love of association.] 

o [Philandros (Titus 2.4) – φίλανδρος (Gk) - Love toward a husband, 

conjugal.] 

o [Philoteknos (Titus 2.4) – φιλότεκνος (Gk) - Love for one’s offspring] 
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• [Tahlpo (1 Thess 2.7) – θάλπω (Gk) - Nurses love. A love that nurtures and 

cares.] 

• [Storge – στοργή (Gk) – In modern Greek means a mother’s or Parents love for 

her children.] 

• [Agape - ἀγαπάω (Gk) - God's love, unconditional, sacrificial.] 

[This study will not focus on the definition of Godly love but rather on the 

evidence or testimony of Godly love within us.  It’s presence or absence bears an 

undeniable message for all who would call themselves the Children of God.  The 

absence or presence of God’s loves within us is an undeniable evidence of spiritual 

life or the lack thereof.] 

[But let us be careful not to confuse carnal, worldly love for The Love of God; for 

there is no comparison in this natural world to God’s love or Biblical Agape love.  

The Love of God is supernatural, and extra-worldly.  It is not learned intellectually, 

but is learned through the spiritual discipleship of God Himself through his 

presence is every born again child of God.] 

[Read: 1 John 2.7-11] 

[Hymn – The Love of God – Page 188] 

1. [The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, 

And reaches to the lowest hell; 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled, 

And pardoned from his sin.] 

2. [When hoary time shall pass away, 

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 

When men who here refuse to pray, 

On rocks and hills and mountains call, 

God’s love so sure, shall still endure, 

All measureless and strong; 

Redeeming grace to Adam’s race— 

The saints’ and angels’ song.] 
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3. [Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky.] 

Refrain – [Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure— 

The saints’ and angels’ song.] 

[Today we will focus our attention on the fact of the love of God rather than the 

definition of the love of God.] 

[My dear Brother and Sister in Christ, If Christ has entered into you then how 

could you help but live out the love of God in your life.  You are, by the fact of 

Christ’s presence within you full of the Love of God and His overwhelming love 

will pour out of you in every way.] 

[If you find yourself asking, “How do I know that I am a Christian?”  Then look at 

your life and your decisions and ask “Do I see the love of God manifested in my 

life?  Is the love of God revealed by my choices and actions?”  What our text is 

declaring this morning is that if Christ is in you then God’s love is in you and  
that love will pour out of your life.] 

[Secondly, in summary our text is saying if hate, which is equal to indifference, is 

manifested in your life then Christ is not in you.  You can say that you love God 

and love people all day, every day, year after year; but hate and indifference reveal 

a lack of the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.] 

This Passage Reveals, 

A. A Commission To Love (vs 7-8) [– “Brethren, I write no new commandment 

unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old 

commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning. 
8 

Again, a 

new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: 

because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.”  - The Apostle 

John now writes of an old and a new commandment, but while they are two 

very distinct commands they are none-the-less eternally linked together.  They 
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When Christ Enters In 

A Compassion To Show 
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A. A Commission To Love 

are the hallmark of God’s intent through the ages for all mankind and their 

conduct one toward another.  This command, while expressed under two 

different lights, or two different covenants, expresses God’s intent throughout 

the ages (dispensations) for the full manifestation and fulfillment of His 

revealed will.  The Apostle writes about,] 

1. An Enduring Command (vs 7; Lev 19.18; 

Matt 22.37-40; Rom 13.10) [- Brethren, I 

write no new commandment unto you, but an 

old commandment which ye had from the 

beginning. The old commandment is the word 

which ye have heard from the beginning. – 

Throughout the ages mankind has struggled to fulfill the written law of God.  

The religious leaders of Israel, and of every pagan religion, have tried to 

legislate morality in a never ending attempt to cause or force people to be 

moral and godlike.  The end of such legislation or legalism has always been 

a harsh and cruel religion that developed rebellion rather than devotion.] 

[Notice here in verse 7 The Word of God calls this Command an Old 

Command and yet in verse 8 it is called a New Command.  Strange and 

somewhat confusing mix of words.] 

[The Old Commandment]  

[Leviticus 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 

children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am 

the LORD.]  

[Our Lord Jesus Christ said,] 

[Matthew 22:37-40 
37 

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
38 

This is the 

first and great commandment. 
39 

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. 
40 

On these two commandments hang all the 

law and the prophets.]  

[Folks, love has always been a part of God’s plan.  In the Old Testament and 

the New Testament love is commanded.] 

[The difficulty is that no one can be forced to actually  love.  For forced love 

is no love at all.] 

Lev 19.18 
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A. A Commission To Love 

1. An Enduring Command 

2. An Indwelling Compulsion (vs 8; Jer 31.33; 2 Cor 3.3; Rom 5.8) [- 
8 

Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him 

and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.”- 

The new law established through Christ is the intimate expansion of the Old 

Law given to Moses written in stone.  The Bible declares,]  

[Jeremiah 31:33 
33 

But this shall be the 

covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will 

put my law in their inward parts, and write it 

in their hearts; and will be their God, and they 

shall be my people.]  

 

[2 Corinthians 3:3 
3 

Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the 

epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of 

the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.]  

[The New Commandment is based on the Old Commandment but is fully 

realized by the presence of the resurrected Lord within the heart of 

every born again Christian.  We learn to love with God’s Agape love 

because the God who is love is in us and transforming us.  Therefore, If the 

Lord Jesus Christ is in you then you will love with Agape love.] 

[This in dwelling, transforming, and outpouring love is the ultimate 

fulfillment of Romans 5:8.] 

[Romans 5:8 
8 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. ] 

[Through Christ God is seeking to “commend” you to His love.  The word 

commend means that God is trying to unify you with His love.  Through 

this unification you will learn to love with God’s love, and as a result you 

will fulfill all of the law of God, for love is the fulfilling of the law.] 

[Hence, the new law of the New Testament is the intimate law of love 

brought into your life by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 

within the born again Christian.] 

[When a Christian realizes the presence of Christ within him and then 

loves with the love Christ brings into him.  He is no longer loving with 

his heart, ability, mind, or emotions.  He is loving with the love of Christ 

which now dwells in him.] 

Jer 31.33 

2 Cor 3.3 

Rom 5.8 
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A. A Commission To Love 

1. An Enduring Command 

2. An Indwelling Compulsion 

B. An Evaluation of Love (vs 9) [- He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his 

brother, is in darkness even until now. – We now discover the undeniable 

evaluation of the reality that the indwelling presence of God must bring into our 

lives.  Notice in this verse,]  

1. A Profession (vs 9) [- He that saith he is in the 

light, . . . – The Apostle John comes back again 

to the professions that many people make, as he 

has often in this epistle.  People can say a great 

deal, but their integrity, their heart, who they 

really are within themselves will often be 

distinctly different from who they say that they 

are.]   

[John’s epistle is one of the most probing and personal epistles recorded in 

scripture.  For even while it is being read and studied many will begin to 

compare its declarations with the lives of other people, in order to avoid 

comparing its truths to themselves.  But the only proper reading of First 

John is one of personal introspection.  When you read what the Apostle 

has written you are compelled to look within your own heart and ask 

yourself, “Is God’s light in me.” In the context of our text today we then 

must ask, “Is God’s love in me.”]   

[But the apostle does not leave you guessing about the answer to this 

question, he provides the answer with a clarity that few can deny.] 

[This is examined in the light of “Is hate in me.”] 

2. A Realization (vs 9) [- . . . and hateth his brother . . . [– The question is 

simple.  Who do you hate?  So just what does hate mean in the Bible?  It 

means,] 

[Biblical hate can take on three different manifestations.  Hate - µισέω 

miséō; contracted misó̄, fut. misé̄sō. To hate.] 

a. [The Hate of Vengeance - With the acc.of person, usually implying 

active ill will in words and conduct, a persecuting spirit (Matt. 5:43 

where it stands as opposite to agapáō [25], to love, in Matt. 5:44; 10:22; 

24:9, 10; Mark 13:13; Luke 1:71; 6:22, 27; 19:14; 21:17; John 7:7; 15:18, 

19, 23–25; 17:14; Titus 3:3; 1 John 2:9, 11; 3:13, 15; 4:20; Sept.: Gen. 

37:4; Lev. 26:17). By implication, meaning to persecute (Rev. 17:16; 

Sept.: 2 Sam. 5:8; 22:18).] 



Page 7 of 10 

 

When Christ Enters In 

A Compassion To Show 

1 John 2.7-11 

 

A. A Commission To Love 

1. An Enduring Command 

2. An Indwelling Compulsion 

B. An Evaluation of Love 

1. A Profession 

2. A Realization 

b. [The Hate of Repulsion - With the acc. of thing meaning to detest, 

abhor (John 3:20; Rom. 7:15; Eph. 5:29; Heb. 1:9; Jude 1:23; Rev. 2:6, 

15; 18:2).]  

c. [The Hate of less love, to deprive - 

Specifically as the opposite of agapáō (25), to 

love, or philéō (5368), to be a friend to, it is 

equivalent to not loving, loveless, to slight, 

with the acc. of person (Matt. 6:24; Luke 

16:13; John 12:25; Rom. 9:13; Sept.: Gen. 

29:31; Deut. 21:16; Mal. 1:3).] 

[Less than love - Most people probably fall into 

the category of just not loving someone the way 

God asks them to love them.  Hence, they would not say that they wish 

death upon this individual, but they would have to admit that they would 

avoid them with prejudice if they could.  Hence, the hatred they demonstrate 

toward some person, who is created in the image of God, is demonstrated in 

their desire to avoid this individual.  Indifference is the most subtile form of 

hate and is the most harbored form of hate by Christians.] 

[God is never indifferent toward sinful people, even the worst of sinners.  

He gave His only begotten Son for even the worst of sinners.  So if God’s 

love is in you and is pouring out of you how can you be indifferent?] 

[The importance of an honest evaluation – It cannot be stressed enough 

that you must carefully weigh the spirit that is in you. For if there is hatred in 

your heart, then there is a failure to grow in the love that God has placed in 

you, there is a deficiency in your spirit and darkness is prevailing in your 
life.]  

3. A Confession [- He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in 

darkness even until now.- The natural human tendency at this point is to 

bow up and defend oneself.  If you are finding that you need to defend your 

position then you are reflecting the very point that the Apostle John is 

making.  You stand under the darkness of hatred and you cannot stand in 

darkness and light all at the same time.  Demand to cleave to your hatred and 

you close the door to the illuminating love and presence of God within you.  

You cannot harbor hatred and the love of God in your heart at the same 

time.] 
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A. A Commission To Love 

1. An Enduring Command 

2. An Indwelling Compulsion 

B. An Evaluation of Love 

1. A Profession 

2. A Realization 

3. A Confession 

[What do you need to do?  Confess the condition of your heart, confess the 

hatred hidden within you and let the glorious light of the love of God transform 

you.] 

C. The Illumination of Love (vs 10) [- He that loveth 

his brother abideth in the light, and there is none 

occasion of stumbling in him. – Two things will 

manifest themselves within the truly born again 

child of God.  These are the result of the love of 

God growing within the child of God and will give 

the child of God an immovable assurance and 

confidence.  There is,] 

1. A Glorious Manifestation (vs 10; 1 John 4.8; 

John 14.6) [- He that loveth his brother abideth in the light,. . . – Light 

manifests, light dispels darkness, light reveals what once was hidden.  What 

was once obscured by darkness is now plainly and clearly revealed.]   

[God’s Presence - It must be noted that when we walk in the presence of 

our Lord we walk in His revealing light, accompanying the light of His 

presence is the love of His presence,] 

[1 John 4:8  . . . for God is love. ] 

[Also accompanying the light and love of God is the truth of God, for God is 

truth as Jesus said,] 

[John 14:6 
 
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: . . .]  

[There are many other things that accompany the light, love, and truth of 

God.  Holiness, purity, justice, forgiveness and kindness are just a few of the 

many attributes that accompany the presence of God.  There is no doubt that 

John implies that the many characteristics of God accompany the presence 

of God, including the light of God, and the love of God.] 

2. An Assuring Stabilization (vs 10) [- . . . and there is none occasion of 

stumbling in him. - Sure footedness accompanies those who walk in the 

illumination of light.  They need not worry about stumbling over some 

unseen object or obstacle.  They see clearly and therefore can walk with 

confidence and stability.  The light also has the ability to dispel unknown 

fears, since the light allows us to see clearly the danger that is set before us 

and in the face of such danger to see the all-powerful and delivering hand of 
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A. A Commission To Love 

1. An Enduring Command 

2. An Indwelling Compulsion 

B. An Evaluation of Love 
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C. The Illumination of Love 
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2. An Assuring Stabilization 

God prevailing on our behalf.] 

[The born again Christian needs to understand that if they find 

themselves walking in the comfort of God’s love then they will also find 

themselves walking in the confidence of God’s light.  How do you know 

with assurance that you are walking in God’s love and light, by honestly 

discerning the love or hatred that resides in your own heart and life.]  

D. The Frustration of Love (vs 11) [– But he that 

hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in 

darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because 

that darkness hath blinded his eyes. – The Apostle 

John now returns to reiterate the truth that every 

individual needs to consider in their own heart and 

life.] 

1. The Fact of the Darkness [- But he that hateth 

his brother is in darkness, and walketh in 

darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth . . .- 

Resist the clear proclamation of Almighty God all 

you like, but you cannot change the reality that 

exists.  Many may say I am not walking in the darkness, but as long as you 

fail to love those whom God loves, so long as you lowly esteem those for 

whom God gave His only begotten Son, so long as you hate your fellow man 

you are indeed walking in darkness.  Not only are you walking in darkness, 

but you are wandering in places and heading for places you do not know nor 

can fathom.] 

2. The Folly of the Darkness [- because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. – 

It is important to note the word blindness in this text.  It means,] 

[Blinded - ἐτύφλωσεν tuflow toof-lo'-o (gk) - 1) to blind, make blind 2) in 

the NT metaph. to blunt the mental discernment, darken the mind. ] 

[This is not a blindness that is natural, it is a caused blindness.  This is a 

blindness that does not have to be.  It is as though one were to put a blind 

fold upon one.  It means to make one blind.  Hence, your hatred for someone 

has caused you to blind yourself or has brought upon you a supernatural 

blindness, but no matter the provision for the blindness, the cause of it is 

your hatred and your insistence upon continuing in your hatred.] 
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A. A Commission To Love 

1. An Enduring Command 

2. An Indwelling Compulsion 

B. An Evaluation of Love 

1. A Profession 

2. A Realization 

3. A Confession 

C. The Illumination of Love 

1. A Glorious Manifestation 

2. An Assuring Stabilization 

D. The Frustration of Love 

1. The Fact of Darkness 

2. The Folly of the Darkness 

[So consider your heart and what is in your heart.  Does your heart testify of the 

illuminating, loving, purifying, justifying presence of our Lord Jesus Christ?  Or do 

you find hatred in your heart and life?  What will you do with the undeniable 

reality of what is in you?] 

[Does indifference mark your opinion about some other person, then you love them 

less than Christ loves them. That is most revealing.] 

[A Born Again Christian has God in them.  God is Love and if God is in you then 

you won’t be able to fail to love.  Hate and love cannot coexist just as light and 

darkness cannot coexist.  So, how about it Christian?  Will you hear the Word of 

God?  What is in you? 
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