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When Christ Enters In 

A Conversion To Choose 
1 John 1.1-4 

 

[Today we start a new study series in the book of first John.  The title of this series 

is “When Christ Enters In.”  Have you ever thought about what the impact of the 

presence of the Lord Jesus Christ within you should be?  If the God of all creation, 

the creator of heaven and earth were to really enter into your heart and life, should 

there be some kind of impact on your life?  Would there be evidences of the 

presence of God in you manifested in your life?] 

[I think there should be!  I believe that if Almighty-God enters into your life in a 

real way that there would be unquestionable evidence of His presence in the way 

you live your life.  This is what this book of First John is all about.  I once 

preached through this book of the Bible under the series title “The Evidences Of 

Life.”  I believe that title is a great and revealing one for this book of the Bible, 

because if Christ has moved into your heart and life then there will be evidences of 

that spiritual life manifested in your mortal life.] 

[The touch of God in the core of your being ought to produce a response within 

you that will be evident in the way you live your life.  How could you know the 

intimacy of a real and living relationship with our Heavenly Father and not respond 

in some way to that Amazing presence within you?  If find that lack of response 

most revealing.] 

[By the time the Holy Spirit inspired the apostle John to write First John, sometime 

after 90 A.D., there were many finding their way into the Churches who claimed to 

be Christians but were living worldly, sinful, immoral lives.  They said they were 

saved and born again, they said the Holy Spirit of God was indwelling them yet 

they were living openly presumptuous and rebellious lives in the sight of God and 

their fellow Christian.  These immoral, self-willed, self-proclaiming Christians 

were ruining the testimony of the Church and causing doubt about what it really 

meant to be a Christian.  Because of these professing sinful Christians God 

inspired John to write this book of the Bible revealing those things that ought to 

mark every born again Christians life.  If you really are a Christian, if Christ really 

has entered into your life, then these things ought to mark your spiritual walk.] 
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[Today we have much of the same trouble in the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

So that today there are whole denominations that claim to be Christian but do not 

believe the fundamentals taught by the Word of God (Mormon’s, Jehovah’s 

Witnesses).  There are denominations that are endorsing and supporting gross 

immorality and debauchery and yet claim to be Christian (most protestant 

denominations).  There is much confusion about what it means to be a Christian 

and the impact that the presence of Christ living within a Christian ought to have.  

Many are asking, “Just what should a Christian look like?  How should a Christian 

live their life?”  First John answers these questions and more.] 

[Read Text: 1 John 1.1-4] 

[When Christ Enters In to Your Life there MUST be,] 

[A Conversion To Choose] 

[First, we must set the ground work for the New Birth.  For the book of First John 

is not meant to be Evangelistic in the sense of preaching the gospel message to lost 

souls.  But it is evangelistic in a different way.  It is evangelistic in that this epistle 

seeks to reach into the heart and life of every professing Christian and asks the 

question, “Are you really Born Again?  Are you really Saved? Are you really 

redeemed by the blood of the Lamb?”]   

[If you claim to be a Christian, then is there enough evidence in your life, in 

the way you live your life, to prove that you really are what you profess to 

be?]   

[In this epistle God, through inspiration, is clearly saying, “If these evidences do 

not mark your life and choices, then you may say you are saved, but you very well 

may not be saved at all.”] 

[Now this is not new to the Word of God.  Our Heavenly Father is all about 

challenging you to be sure that you are truly saved indeed.  It is very easy for a 

person to say,]  

• [“I know Jesus Christ, so I must be saved.”] 

• [“I have been baptized so I must be saved.”] 

• [“I believe in God so I must be saved.”] 

Matt 7.22 
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• [“I believe in the resurrection of Jesus so I must be saved.”] 

• [“I prayed the sinners prayer so I must be saved.”] 

[Listen to what the Word of God says,] 

[Our Lord Jesus Christ said,] 

[Matthew 7:22-23 
22 

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 

done many wonderful works?] 

[Look at all the great things they have done “In Jesus Name”] 

[Yet our Lord Says,] 

[ 
23 

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 

work iniquity.]  

[How could these people have done miracles, cast out devils, and prophesied in 

our Lord’s name and the Lord Jesus Christ say “I never knew you!”  Folks there 

is a great truth to be realized from this statement made by our Lord.  What you do, 

no matter how great, cannot save you, ONLY the new birth can save you.  We 

don’t do the things we do in order to get saved or prove that we are saved, we 

do what we do because we already are saved.] 

[Secondly, the things you know cannot saved you.] 

[James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 

believe, and tremble.]  

[Many well-meaning Baptist say, Just believe in Jesus and you are saved!] 

[Let me ask you some questions,] 

• [Does the devil believe in God? Yes he does, he stands before God all the 

time accusing us.] 

• [Does the devil believe Jesus was born? Yes he does, he saw Jesus birth.] 

• [Does the devil believe Jesus died on the cross? Yes he does, he was 

there.] 

James 2 

Matt 7.22 
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• [Does the devil believe Jesus Physically rose from the grave?  Yes he 

does, the devil sees Jesus seated at the right hand of God.] 

• [Will the devil be in Heaven when the eternal heaven is set up? No he 

won’t, the devil will be cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone.]  

[Mere Belief will get nobody into heaven!] 

[So what does this mean?] 

[It means you can know and believe a lot of things 

about God and the Lord Jesus Christ and still be on 

your way to Hell.] 

[This is the testimony of the book of First John.  When this text was penned God 

was saying to all of mankind, “Be sure that you are saved!  Look at your life 

and the way you live it and be sure that the evidences of the new birth mark 

your life and choices.] 

[When the Lord Jesus Christ comes into your heart and life there will be 

undeniable evidences of His holy, powerful, and life changing presence in 

you.] 

[So we must of necessity begin this study with a clear understanding of how one 

gets the Lord Jesus Christ to come into their life.] 

Notice, 

A. The Message Heralded (1 John 1.1-3) [– That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 

upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 
2 

(For the life was 

manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that 

eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
3 
That 

which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, . . . – The gospel message 

is a message which must be proclaimed, heard, understood, heeded, and lived 

out.  The Apostles and disciples heard the saving message of the gospel, 

responded to it, and then proclaimed the message to others so that they could be 

saved too. But most importantly they lived out the indwelling presence of the 

Lord Jesus Christ day-by-day in front of a skeptical world.]  
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When Christ Enters In 

A Conversion To Choose 

1 John 1.1-4 

Notice, 

A. The Message Heralded – Their 

Gospel Message 

1. That Jesus Christ came as was 

God with us. 

 

[So, what is this message that brings the New Birth into the lives of spiritually 

lost people?] 

1. [That Jesus Christ came and was God with 

us (vs 1; John 1.1-3) – Make no mistake about 

it, Jesus Christ was and is Almighty-God.] 

[1 John 1:1 That which was from the 

beginning, which we have heard, which we 

have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 

upon, and our hands have handled, of the 

Word of life;]  

[This sounds very similar to John 1.1-3] 

 

[John 1:1-3 
1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
2 

The same was in the beginning with God. 
3 

All 

things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 

made.]  

[John 1:4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.] 

• [The Lord Jesus Christ had a Natural mother making Him 100% 

human.] 

• [The Lord Jesus Christ had a Supernatural Father making Him 

100% God.] 

[Don’t make the spiritually fatal mistake of thinking that Jesus was just 

another man.  Jesus is Almighty-God, always has been, and always will be! 

When the Lord Jesus Christ comes into your life, He brings the light of life, 

which you can know no other way, into your life.] 

[The truth is that lost people know nothing about what God meant for life to 

be about until Jesus Christ, who is Almighty-God, enters into their life.  

Jesus is the light of life!] 

[The all-important key here is that the Lord Jesus Christ is God.] 

2. [That Jesus Christ came to save lost souls (vs 2; Luke 19.10)] 

John 1.1 
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Notice, 

A. The Message Heralded – Their 

Gospel Message 

1. That Jesus Christ came as was 

God with us. 

2. That Jesus Christ came to save 

lost souls. 

 

[1 John 1:2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 

witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, 

and was manifested unto us;)]  

[Jesus came to give all who would have it, eternal life!  This is what it 

means to be saved, or born again.  You are saved if you have received 

the eternal life that Jesus came and offered.] 

 

[Luke 19:10 For the Son of man is come to 

seek and to save that which was lost.]  

[Our Lord Jesus Christ came to pay the 

penalty that we owed for our sins; that is 

why He came.] 

[When we use terms like,] 

• [Salvation] 

• [Redemption] 

• [The New Birth] 

• [Receiving the Lord Jesus Christ] 

• [Conversion]  

[All of these, and more, are speaking, in general, of the same event in a 

person’s life.   This event was the primary reason our Lord Jesus Christ 

came, suffered, died on that cruel Cross, and then physically arose from the 

grave the third day.] 

[Our Lord Jesus Christ came to save lost people.] 

3. [That Jesus Christ changes born again people (Rom 12.1-2) – The result 

of the New Birth, or salvation, in one’s life is undeniable and evident.] 

[Romans 12:1-2 
1 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service. 
2 
And be not conformed to this world: but 

be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 

that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.]  

[When the Lord Jesus Christ comes into one’s life there will be a change that 

takes place in their heart and soul.  That transformation will affect the 

Rom 12.1 
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Notice, 

A. The Message Heralded – Their 

Gospel Message 

1. That Jesus Christ came as was 

God with us. 

2. That Jesus Christ came to save 

lost souls. 

3. That Jesus Christ changes 

born again people 

 

choices that child of God makes and will be evident to all that see that 

person.]  

[So just how does a person get Jesus to come into their life?] 

B. The Message Heeded (Rom 10.9-10, 13; Rev 

3.20) [– When you hear the message of the gospel 

of the Lord Jesus Christ you must heed that 

message.  You must hear the message and respond 

to it.] 

[Here is what you must do.] 

1. [You must believe that Jesus Physically Arose 

from the grave (Rom 10.9)] 

[Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with 

thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the 

dead, thou shalt be saved.]  

[You must truly believe that Jesus Christ really did get up and walk out 

of that grave and that He is alive today!] 

[But that is no all there is to salvation, because remember the devil believes 

this fact and reality.  He sees Jesus seat at the right hand of God the Father 

day-by-day.  The devil is our accuser and our Lord Jesus Christ is our 

intercessor.] 

2. [You must Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Rom 10.9)] 

[Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 

shalt be saved.]  

[To confess is more than just saying mere words.] 

[Confess here means to “agree with.” In other words you must agree with 

God that Jesus Christ is LORD of all things.  You must agree with God that 

Jesus Christ is worthy to be YOUR LORD.  That means that you agree to 

enthrone Jesus as your Lord.] 

Rom 10.9 
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A Conversion To Choose 
1 John 1.1-4 

Notice, 

A. The Message Heralded – Their 

Gospel Message 

1. That Jesus Christ came as was 

God with us. 

2. That Jesus Christ came to save 

lost souls. 

3. That Jesus Christ changes 

born again people 

B. The Message Heeded 

1. You must believe Jesus 

Physically arose from the 

grave. 

2. You must confess that Jesus is 

Lord 

 

[Now, some would accuse me of teaching Lordship salvation.  But this is 

not what I am teaching here.  I am not saying that a Christian has to be 

perfect in order to be saved.  I am saying that you agree with God that Jesus 

is Lord and you will, because of your salvation, strive diligently to surrender 

to Jesus Christ as your Lord.]  

[You cannot accept what Jesus does, 

Salvation; without accepting who Jesus is, 

Lord.]  

3. [You must Call out to Jesus Christ to save 

you (Rom 10.13; Acts 4.12; John 14.6)] 

[Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.]  

[You must call out and ask the Lord Jesus 

Christ to save you.  When Baptists say you 

must receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your 

savior we are not saying have you received the 

eucharist (catholic communion bread).  We are 

saying, have you personally asked the Lord 

Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior.] 

[Folks, there is no other way for a person to 

be saved.] 

[Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 

name under heaven given [Than Jesus Christ] among men, whereby we must 

be saved.]  

[John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 

man cometh unto the Father, but by me.]  

[If you would be saved then you must personally, with your voice, ask 

the Lord Jesus Christ to be your LORD and SAVIOR.] 

4. [You will receive Jesus Christ into your heart and life (Rev 3.20; John 

1.12) – If you do these three things then the Lord Jesus Christ will come into 

your heart and life and you will be born again.  Listen to what our Lord 

said,] 

Rev 3.20 
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When Christ Enters In 

A Conversion To Choose 
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Notice, 

A. The Message Heralded – Their 

Gospel Message 

1. That Jesus Christ came as was 

God with us. 

2. That Jesus Christ came to save 

lost souls. 

3. That Jesus Christ changes 

born again people 

B. The Message Heeded 

1. You must believe Jesus 

Physically arose from the 

grave. 

2. You must confess that Jesus is 

Lord 

3. You must call out to Jesus to 

save you 

4. You will Receive Jesus into 

your heart and life 

C. The Message Honored 

 

[Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 

he with me. ] 

[Our Lord Jesus Christ said that when you open the door to your heart and 

life He, the Lord Jesus Christ, will come into you.  When Jesus enters into 

your heart and life everything will change for you.] 

[John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them 

gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name:]  

[Folks, how could there be anything less than a 

mighty transformation in the life of anyone 

who has been truly born again.] 

[That will be the focus of our study in the book of 

First John.  When the Lord Jesus Christ enters into 

your life what kind of impact will He have on 

your life?] 

C. The Message Honored [– The question before us 

now is a simple one.  Will you honor the message of 

our Lord Jesus Christ and your need of salvation 

through Him?  Will you receive the Lord Jesus Christ 

as your personal Lord and Savior?] 

[For those who claim to be Christians, do you 

have the marks of the presence of the Lord Jesus 

Christ manifested in your life?  Does your life 

reflect the life that one would live if they were 

really walking in the presence of the Lord Jesus 

Christ?] 

[That is what we will discover and answer as we study through First John.] 
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